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In a notice on p. 410 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 

_ The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W. 


‘ The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a'list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 526-7. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


According to “ Engineering News” (New York) of 9th inst., the 
Bridge Montreal Bridge Co. will probably award con- 
Building tracts this summer for its proposed bridge 

, across the St. Lawrence River at Montreal. 

The structure is estimated to cost 1,200,000/. Applications may be. 
addressed to E. S. Shaw, Engineer, 12, Pearl Street, Boston, 
Mass., U.S.A. a 


| 
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RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial-Agent in Russia, in a report to the Foreign 
Railwa Office, states that according to the ‘“ Russki 
Rollin anak Viedomosti ” of Moscow, and other papers, the 
g * Ministry of Ways intends to order the following 
railway stock during 1901 :— 


Roubles. 
Locomotives to the value of 20,000,000 
Passenger carriages to the value of 7,000,000 
Goods trucks to the value of 17,000,000 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
— — stating that tenders are invited by the 
Iron Bridge. Norwegian State Railways Administration, to 
be received not later than the 12th June, for 
the supply of iron pillars and an iron bridge of together about 
560 tons. 
Conditions of tender and drawings may be inspected at the 
Bridges Department, Nos. 8 and 9, Jernbanetorvet, Christiania. 


SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Bilbao reports that there is now, or on will 
, be, a good opening for Australian woods at that 
port. numerous, and they have, 
‘ until lately, been using native oak for sleepers, 

but the supply is running short. Pine sleepers from the South of 
France have been tried, but the result has been very unsatisfactory. 
The hard Australian woods are quite unknown in Bilbao, and 
and should fill the requirements admirably. Moreover, there are 
as yet no wood-paved roads in Bilbao, nor, probably, anywhere in 
Spain. Sooner or later they will be laid, and, so far as Bilbao is 
concerned, it is very possible that a fair offer would be closed with 
to-day. Nothing, at any rate, would be lost by trying to press 
Searles and Canadian woods. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 

,098.) 


In the same report, H.M. Consul at Bilbao forwards two 
Imports of Fish at statements as to the amount of fish sent to 


for Canadian Fish. 


Bilbao: Opening | saa 
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= Importer’s | Customs 
Codfish from Estimate. Estimate. 
Tons. Tons. 

France ae ake 1,633 1,216 
Denmark... see ads vis 148 
Total 11,865 11,563 


The Consul adds that the Scotch fish is very much appreciated, 
but it sells at a higher figure. In a country where so much fish is 
consumed, especially in Lent, the British import of fish might be 
expected to be higher. None of the excellent Canadian fish 
appears to be sent here. Surely it might find a market. There 
are abundant fish to be obtained in the bay, but nearly all the 
catch is forwarded to Madrid, and, except as regards sardines, the 
fish locally sold is the privilege of the rich only. The high prices 
asked, and its scarcity, owing to unskilled working of the fisheries, 
put it beyond the reach of the vast majority. (oreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,598.) 


From notices which are published in the ‘“ Madrid Gazette” of 
Railwa 23rd inst., it appears that permission has been 
Buil ding obtained to carry out the study of a railway 

‘ from Rivas to Puigcerdé, in the Province of 

Gerona ; also that permission has been given to the Coal Company 

of Citiera to build a railway from Kilometre No. 39 of the railway 

line from Leon to Gijon to the Company’s establishment at Ciiiera. 


The same “Gazette” contains a notice that permission has been 
er ee requested to establish and work an electric 
Building Y tramway for the public service between the 
. station of the Northern Raiiway and that of the 
Cantabrican Railway, in the city of Torrelavega, with certain 
branches. The plan presented by the petitioner is on view in the 
Office of Public Works of the Province of Santander, and thirty 
days are granted in which proposals on terms more favourable to 
the State may be presented for consideration. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders for the 


supplyand putting in place of 32 weighing 
for Weichin machines for the use of the commercial ware- 
Machines house recently constructed in Barcelona, no 


proposals having been sent in under the previous 
call (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 21st Feb., page 442), A 


a2 
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provisional deposit of 500 pesetas, or about £14 10s., is required, 
as before, and tenders must be presented by 3 p.m. on 11th July 
next. The plans and conditions will be found on view in the 
Secretariat of the Port Works at Barcelona on the first floor of the 
“Casa Lonja” at that port. 

The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of ‘Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Brest reports that the project for the construction 

. of a large graving dock in the commercial port 

a sta ten ® of Brest now appears to be in a fair way of 

being carried out. The Government have 

granted 80,000/. and the town 80,000/., total 160,000/., and the 

money is ready, the estimated total cost being about 200,000. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,596.) 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of 15th inst. contains an 
eotene Or announcement that tenders for the following 
~meg-eey work will be received at the office of the Chef 


Syphon for the du Service Administratif, u 
A : , up to 10 am. on the 
Bilbeis Drain. 941, June, 1901 :— 


Syphon under the Ismailia Canal for the Bilbeis Drain. 


A pipe is to be supplied of 1 metre 50 diameter, 280 feet long, 
formed of 1/2 inch mild steel plates stiffened by L irons. 

It is to be delivered at Kafr Khamsa, rivetted together at site, 
floated into position and sunk. 

Tenders should state prices for :— 


Supply and placing of pipe... ie a forfait. 


Earthwork by hand excavation ..- 6,000 cubic metres. 
refilling ... ... 8,000 
Stone pitching .. 


Persons wishing to tender for this work can consult the speci- 
fication, plan and estimate on all days in which public offices are 
open, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the office of the 1st Circle of 
Irrigation (Cairo). 

Tenders must be submitted on — paper ; they should be 
addressed to the Chef du Service Administratif, in a_ sealed 
envelope bearing the inscription, “Tender for Syphon for the 
Bilbeis Drain.” 
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The same ‘‘ Journal Officie!” also announces that the Administration 
Ginter tor Rolls of the Daira Sanieh will receive sealed tenders 
” up to 11 a.m. on the 11th prox., for the supply 
of about 1,100 tons of rails and accessories, and 
23,000 wooden sleepers. 
The conditions of contract may be seen by those interested at 
the offices of the Department at Cairo and Alexandria. 


and Sleepers. 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” of 13th inst. contains an 
eatins tor announcement that tenders will be received at 
Building Stables the Financial Secretary’s office of the Munici- 
*  pality of Alexandria, up to mid-day of the 
18th prox , for erecting stables at the old Government tanneries 
at Chatby. 
A deposit of £200 is required. The conditions of contract 
and plans may be consulted at the Bureau de |’Assainissement, any 
day, except holidays, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 12 mid-day. 


ARGENTINA. 


A despatch dated 30th ultimo has been received at the Foreign 

: f Office from H.M. Consul at Buenos Aires, 

ri reporting on the following openings for British 
arious Trade in Argentina. 

In consequence of the closure against Argentine cattle of 
British and South African ports, attention of business men in 
Argentina has been drawn to trade in chilled meat, and it is pro- 
bable that very shortly there may be a considerable demand for 
machinery and apparatus connected with that industry. 

Iron windmills, used in thousands in Argentina to pump water 
for domestic as well as commercial use, are very largely imported 
from the United States. 

It is probable that ere long elevators will be erected in connection 
with the Grain Trade, and that there will be a demand for suitable 
machinery and apparatus. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


A despatch dated 19th inst. has been received at the Foreign 
ing of N Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague 
ging a reporting that by an ordinance of the 28th of 
ory m Sumatra March last of the Governor-General of the 
Dutch East Indies the Port of Kroé, Residency of Benkoelen, 
Sumatra, is opened to general trade (including foreign trade) from 
the 15th ultimo. 
Kroé is situated in the south-western corner of Sumatra, almost 
exactly on the 5th degree of South Latitude. 
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FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


RUSSIA. 
The Board of Trade have received from the Russian Consulate in 
Fisheries London copy of a pamphlet setting forth the 
Exhibition i scope and objects of the International Exhibition 
soe ™™ of Fisheries to be held in St. Petersburg in 


February and March, 1902, in conjunction with 
an International Congress of Fisheries. The Exhibition will be 
open to both Russian and Foreign Exhibitors, and will be divided 
into the following Sections :—I. Fishes and other aquatic animals, 
living, or preserved,in alcohol, dried, stuffed, &c., or represented by 
casts, drawings, photographs, &c. II. Fish culture. III. Gear 
used in sea and fresh-water fishing. IV. Products of fisheries and 
their manipulation. . Fishing establishments. VI. Angling. 
VII. Aquariums. VIII. Scientific research and literature. IX. 
Social, hygiene, statistics, life-boats, trade unions, &c. 

All applications for space are to be addressed to the Executive 
Committee of the International Exhibition of Fisheries, 13, Bolshaya 
Konushennaya, St. Petersburg, Russia, and must be presented, in 
duplicate, not later than 1st November, 1901. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports to the Foreign 
eile ot, Office that, according to the ‘ Commercial and 
= Industrial Gazette ” of 12th May, 1901 (N.S.), 
— an Exhibition of Dairy Products will be 
held at Kourgan (Government of Tobolsk) in September next, 
‘under the auspices of the Tobolsk Branch of the Moscow Imperial 
Agricultural Society, and with the co-operation of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, with a view to a better knowledge of the condition of 
the Dairy Industry in Siberia. 

Butter of all sorts will be exhibited, as well as dairy machinery 

and appurtenances generally. The Exhibition will be open from 
20th September to 24th September (New Style), and gold, silver, 
and bronze medals will be awarded. 
, During the same period the above-mentioned Tobolsk Branch of 
the Moscow Imperial Agricultural Society will meet to discuss all 
matters relating to the development of the Dairy Industry in 
Siberia. 
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The following particulars regarding the development of the 
“Niagara Power ” on the Canadian side are taken from an article 
in the “ Iron Age” (New York) of the 9th ult. :— 

The Niagara Falls Power Company have recently stated that 
they intend at once to begin the development of the power of the 
Horseshoe Falls, on the Canadian side, at Niagara, under the rights 
of the charter held by the Canadian Niagara Power Company, 
which is controlled by the Niagara Falls Power Company. The 
method of development will be by means of an inlet canal, a wheel 
pit, and a tunnel tail race, the portal of which will be at the foot 
of the Horseshoe Fall. 

The plans for the first development provide for 35,000 horse-power, 
but the wheel pit and tunnel will have a capacity of 100,000 horse- 
power, additional development to be made as necessity requires. 
The power that is to be developed can only be used beyond the 
limits of Victoria Park, which skirts the falls on the Canadian side, 
and it is expected that an industrial centre similar to that estab- 
lished on the American side will be established there with con- 
siderable rapidity after the developed force is available. It is 
further expected that 10,000 horse-power will be transmitted to 
Toronto, while a similar amount will be held in reserve for the 
Niagara Falls Power Company and their uses on the Canadian side. 

Work will begin with the construction of the inlet canal, and 
this will lead from the head of Cedar Island to the site of the 
power house. ‘This power house will be situated at the foot of the 
high bank to the west of the head of Cedar Island. The construction 
will give a head similar to that in use in the power house on the 
American side, the details of which construction, as well as of the 
machinery, both dynamos and turbines, will be followed in the 
Canadian installation. 

The contract for the work has been awarded to A. C. Douglass, 
who built the shaft and extension of the tunnel in connection with 
the new wheel pit on the American side. The development will 
be made by the Niagara Falls Power Company, who will finance 
and manage the undertaking in harmony with their American 
plant. The power house on the Canadian side and the two power 
houses on the New York side will have cable connections for an 
exchange of service should necessity require. 

The original agreement between the Commissioners of Queen 
Victoria Niagara Falls Free Park and the Canadian Niagara Power 
Company was signed 7th April, 1892, and it remained in force 
until 15th July, 1899, when a new agreement was made. Under 
the provisions of the first agreement the Canadian Niagara Power 
Company held the exclusive right to the development of power in 
the Victoria Park. With the advent of the Ontario Power 
Company, or just previous thereto, the Canadian Niagara Power 
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Company showed a willingness to give up the exclusive right, and 
a new agreement was made. Under this later agreement the 
Canadian Niagara Power Company are given until Ist July, 1903, 
to have 10,000 developed horse-power ready for use, supply and 
transmission, and also to have water connection made for 25,000 
horse-power. The company have until Ist July, 1904, to restore 
and ornament the surfaces which may be disturbed by their work. 
The excavated material is to be disposed of, either by way of 
extension of the foreshore of the Niagara river in an easterly 
direction from the edge of the Horseshoe Fall southward along the 
river bank, or in filling up the natural stream of the Niagara river 
between Cedar Island and the mainland, or in raising the level of 
the west bank or shore of Cedar Island, all surfaces to be left in 
good condition for sowing grass seed or planting. It is further 
provided that steam power shall not be employed.on the work in 
the surface of the park, but below the cliffonly, though steam power 
may be used to furnish compressed air. If the restoration and 
grading is not completed at the time specified, then the company 
are to pay 10,000 dols. ascertained and liquidated damages, and 
500 dols. per week during the period it remains incomplete. 

The rental for the first ten years under the original agreement 
was to have been 25,000 dols. per annum, and during the second 
ten years it was to increase 1,000 dols. annually until it had 
reached 35,000 dols., at which sum it was to continue if the 
company desired a renewal of the permit. Under the new agree- 
ment the terms of rental were so amended by providing that from 
and after 1st May, 1899, the rent payable up to Ist May, 1949, 
shall be 15,000 dols. per annum, and in addition thereto payment 
at the rate of 1 dol. per annum for each electrical horse-power 
generated and used and sold or disposed of over 10,000 electrical 
horse-power up to 20,000 electrical horse-power, and the further 
sum of 75 cents per horse-power over 20,000 horse-power up to 
30,000 horse-power, and the further payment of 59 cents for each 
electrical horse-power over 30,000 horse-power, which is to say by 
way of example, that on generation and use and sale or disposal of 
30,000 electrical horse-power the gross rental shall be 32,500 dols. 
per annum, payable half yearly. These rates are to apply for 
power used or supplied in the United States or Canada. Within 
ten days of the Ist day of May and November, the company are to 
furnish the commissioners with a verified statement of the power 
generated and sold. 

After 1st May, 1949, the same rentals are to continue unless 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council shall desire a readjustment, 
which, in that case shall take place for a further period of 
20 years, and if the parties cannot agree the matter shall be 
arbitrated. The commissioners on their part agree not to compete 
in the development of power, but should they grant privileges to 
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other parties who shall fail to keep their agreement and the 
commissioners be forced to take over the plant, then the agree- 
ment in question will not prevent them from operating such works. 
The commissioners agree not to allow any other company cheaper 
rental for similar privileges. ‘The Canadian Niagara Power 
Company agree not to amalgamate with any other company here- 
tofore or hereafter incorporated under the laws of the Dominion 
without the consent of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council. 

The fact that the Canadian Niagara Power Company is at once 
to commence the work will probably enable them to complete it 
in two years. 


THE CADIZ SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY. 


H.M. Consul at Cadiz, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
gives the following particulars with regard to the shipbuilding 
industry at Cadiz :— 

“Two new shipping companies have been floated at Cadiz during 
the past year. The first, named the ‘ Compafiia Vasco-Gaditana de 
Navegacion,’ was formed in the month of October last and is, as its 
name implies, a combination of Cadiz and Viscayan capital. The 
managing director is Mr. Edward Aznar, the well-known Bilbao 
shipowner, The head office of the company is in Bilbao, and the 
capital consists of 5,000 500-peseta shares and 5,000 500-peseta 
preference shares, a total of 5,000,000 pesetas (about 150,000/. at 
the present rate of exchange). This has all been subscribed, a 
large portion being contributed by the leading business men of 
Cadiz. The object of the company is to take part in the cargo- 
carrying trade in general, but principally in the exportation of iron 
ore and other minerals from Spain to British and American ports. 
They propose building two new steamers of about 2,050 tons gross, 
and a dead-weight carrying capacity of about 3,400 tons, and they 
also propose to buy in the United Kingdom two second-hand 
steamers of a dead-weight carrying power of about 4,300 tons. 
Two of these steamers are to be placed on the route between 
Mediterranean ports and New Orleans in conjunction with other 
steamers which the Messrs Aznar already have running, and which 
are earning good results. They also propose to obtain a small 
steamer of about 1,500 tons dead-weight carrying capacity to 
establish communication between the south of Spain and the 
United Kingdom, carrying copper ore from Huelva and probably 
coal from the United Kingdom. The order for the two new 
steamers has already been placed with La Constructora Naval 
Espaiiola—a shipbuilding yard at Cadiz—and the keels have been 
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laid. One of the second-hand steamers has, it is said, already been 
bought:in the United Kingdom, and is expected to arrive here soon. 

**The second company which has been formed is named the 
‘Compaiiia José Aramburn Gaditana de Navegacion.’ Its capital 
has already been fully subscribed, principally in Cadiz and partly 
by British houses interested in shipping business, and consists of 
1,000,000 pesetas. The head office is in Cadiz and the managing 
director is Mr. Henry Macpherson, a well-known and active 
business gentleman of this city. The company propose to obtain 
a@ new steamer of about 3,400 tons dead-weight, and to take part 
in the transport of iron ore and other minerals from Spanish ports 
to the various parts where these raw materials are manufactured 
into the finished article. With the patriotic view of encouraging 
the shipbuilding industry of the port of Cadiz they have already 
placed their order for the new steamer with La Compaiiia 
Trasatlémtica, a company which possesses shipbuilding and 
repairing shops at Trocadero in the Bay of Cadiz, and it is 
expected that the keel of this vessel will be laid at an early date. 

“These projects have been taken up with marked enthusiasm 
and energy, and great benefits to the trade of the port of Cadiz 
are expected to accrue. 

“Tt is noteworthy that all of these three vessels have to be 
built under the survey and inspection of Lloyds’ Registry of 
British and Foreign Shipping to obtain their highest class. 

“The vessel ‘La Guardia,’ built by the Compaiiia Trasatlantica 
during the past year for local owners, having a dead-weight carry- 
ing capacity of 600 tons, after a very successful trial trip has been 
completed and sailed from this port on her maiden voyage with 
a cargo of salt for the north of Spain. The contract previously 
mentioned as having been entrusted to this company by one of the 
newly-formed shipping companies is the biggest work they have 
undertaken, and should keep them fully employed for the next 
12 or 14 months. 

“The cruiser ‘ Extremadura,’ which was mentioned in the last 
report as having been placed by the Spanish Government in the 
hands of the Constructora Naval Espajiola, was successfully 
launched in the month of April, 1900. She is a third-class cruiser 
of about 2,000 tons displacement and 7,000 indicated horse-power. 
Particulars of the armament and protection of this cruiser were 
— in the report for last year. The boilers, which are of the 
Thornycroft water-tube type, were manufactured in England, 
and are all on board, completely fitted up. Parts of the engines 
have been received from Barcelona where they are being made, 
and it is expected that the steam trials will take place before 
the end of 1901. 

' “The ‘ Udala,’ a steel screw cargo-carrying vessel of about 
3,400 tons dead-weight has been completed and handed over to 
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her owners, La Compajiia de Navegacion Bilbajiio. She is 280 feet 
long, 40 feet beam, 21 feet 8 inches in depth, draws 18 feet 9 inches, 
and her gross tonnage is 2,066. 

“ Four small steam trawlers of about 70 tons each have been 
completed by this company and delivered to their owners, a fishing 
company of Cadiz. During the last six or eight months these boats 
have brought considerable quantities of fish from Laraiche and 
other points of the north-west coast of Africa, part of which have 
been consumed in Cadiz, and a great part sent on by rail to 
Seville and Madrid. 

“ A small paddle excursion steamer has also been finished by 
this company, and has started in her daily runs to different points 
within the limits of the Bay of Cadiz. 

“The tugboat, mentioned in last report (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,406), of about 180 tons, for the port of Seville, has been 
launched, and it is expected that she will shortly be completed. 
Not only the hull but the engines and boiler of this boat have been 
all made at these works. 

“The keel is being laid for another tugboat of about 350 tons 
for the Spanish Government for service at their dockyards. The 
engines of this vessel are also being made at these works. 

“The keels of the two new vessels already mentioned, for the 
Vasco-Gaditano Company, are laid, and considerable progress has 
already been made on the construction of their framing. 

“With the work now in hand at these two shipbuilding estab- 
lishments employment for over 2,000 workmen is ensured for over 
a year, and there is no doubt that these yards are proving their. 
capability of taking a very worthy part in the production of 
Spanish requirements in the way of shipbuilding. 

“The difficulty to which I referred last year of getting steel 
from the works in the north of Spain for shipbuilding purposes 
has become so pronounced that builders are obliged to purchasé all 
their requirements in the United Kingdom. Contracts for the 
greater part of the steel required for the new work lately under- 
taken have already been placed in the United Kingdom, and 
doubtless the remainder will be obtained from the same source. 
The engines and boilers of two of the new steamers now buildin 
are also being made in the United Kingdom, and it is expect 
that the machinery for,the third will also be bought there. ‘ 

“ Roughly speaking, the value of the materials, which may be 
bought altogether in the United Kingdom, in connection with the 
shipbuilding industry at present in hand at Cadiz, may be estimated 
at about 50,0001.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,592.) 
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H.M. Consul at Corunna, reporting on the mining industry in 
Spain (Foreign Office, Annual Seriex, 2,586) states that the arsenical 
gold pyrites of his district contain an average of about 20 per 
cent. arsenic, and from 10 to 16 dwts. of gold to the ton. ‘Ihe 
mispickel of Cornwall contains no gold, and only 8 per cent. of 
arsenic, and it is well-known that these mines are the most paying 
and prosperous in Cornwall. 

Considering the above figures, it certainly appears, therefore, 
that the Corunna mines are well worth attention, not only for the 
gold contained, but even more so for the arsenic. An influential 
group of Cornish capitalists, largely interested in the arsenic trade, 
has lately sent out an engineer and mining expert to report on 
these mines. 

Several mines of quartz, carrying free gold, have been taken up 
in the province of Lugo, but, so far, capital has been lacking to 
develop them. 

Several gravel or alluvial concessions on the Rio Sil, to the gold- 
bearing properties of the sand of which attention was drawn in the 
Foreign Office Miscellaneous Report No. 538, of 13th September, 
1900, have been taken up, and it is said that orders have been 
given for the supply of dredging and washing plant to deal with 
the gold-bearing sand. 

The principal concessions are the “ Placer de Rio Sil,” Société 
Anonyme of Brussels, with a capital of 60,000/., the Valdeorras 
Gold Mining Company, and the Barco de Valdeorras Alluvial Gold 
Mining Company, of London. 

The gravel or sand of the Rio Sil contains, according to English 
and Belgian experts, 1 yramme, or 15°43 grains per cubic metre, 
and.as the cost of working is about 5d. per cubic metre, these 
companies should do well. 

The report from the British Vice-Consul at Gijon, states that 
the advantages to be gained by a close study of the mineral 
wealth of that district, have been commented on in previous 
reports, especially since the question of cheap minerals has become 
so acute, and the Vice-Consul wishes to impress the importance of 
becoming more acquainted with the undeveloped coalfields, iron, 
manganese,-and other deposits of minerals in the province. The 
coal area is calculated to be 540 square kiloms., of which only an 
insignificant part is being worked, owing to want of better 
facilities for transport and improved accommodation for shipment. 
The iron area is calculated at 145 square kiloms., of which 14 
kiloms. alone are being worked. 

Iron ore in Asturias gives 40 to 51 per cent. It contains a 
considerable proportion of silica and some sulphur, but this defect 
is fully compensated by the abundance of the mineral, as there 
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are beds of 5 kiloms. long, with seven layers, some of which 
present a depth of 10 metres. 

A new edition of Schultz’s Standard Geographical Survey of 
Asturias has just been issued, and the Vice-Consul adds that this 
work may be recommended to the attention of British mining 
companies. 

The report continues as follows :—‘ Evidently some attention is 
at length being paid to this part of the mineral world, judging 
from the recent visits of mining experts from London, followed by 
the formation of ‘The Gijon Syndicate,’ and I am informed it has 
been offered large groups of mines of coal and of various minerals, 
which have hitherto been considered too far from the railway and 
port to be of value, but the economical way in which they can be 
connected by narrow gauge and aerial railways has lately increased 
their importance. More suitable coal and iron mines have been 
offered at prices varying from 300 to 1,000 pesetas per hectare, 
according to position, quality, and number of seams discovered. 
It is to be hoped that British mining companies will not allow 
competitors to obtain further advantages in this province without 
an effort to secure a footing in a district where minerals are so 
abundant.” 

- The British Vice-Consul at Vivero writes as follows :— 

“In spite of the great activity displayed in registering or 
denouncing iron ore and other claims in the Vivero district, and in 
all the Province of Lugo, the only mine which has commenced 
exporting is that of the Vivero Iron Ore Company, loading two or 
three steamers weekly, all the ore going to Rotterdam. 

‘It is much to be regretted that, on account of legal proceedings, 
the heirs of the vast mineral wealth of the late Don Ricardo de 
Llano are not in a position to follow the example of the above 
company, but it is considered certain that the delay thus caused 
will soon be ended. 

“In the capital of this district, Lugo, the formation of a syndi- 
cate of local capitalists is taking shape, with the object of working 
all classes of minerals existing therein. 

* According to the reports of well-known Spanish mining 
engineers and experts, the abundance of iron ore of every description 
is immense in this part of Galicia. In the neighbourhood of 
Rivadeo, in the valley of Buron, about nine miles from the Rivadeo- 
Villaodrid Railway, some 125 claims of very pure iron exist, the 
property of Don Marcelino Vivos, which, according to the analysis 
of the School of Mines at Madrid, shows 68 per cent. of iron, and 
scarcely a trace of phosphorus, sulphur, and silicate.” 

In the recent report of H.M. Consul at Bilbao, is given the 
following table which shows the approximate amount of ore raised 
in the Bilbao District from 1894-1900 :— 
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Year. Quantity. 


Tons. 


1897... ove ove ove eee 5,200,000 
1898... eve ove ove ose 5,000,000 


“Of these amounts, during the last two years, 476,350 tons 
were used in local industries in 1899 and 614,129 tons in 1900. 
The Alava works take some thousands of tons yearly, and the 
works in Asturias 70,000 tons more. In the province itself there 
are large industrial works, such as the Altos Hornos Ironworks, 
employing 3,000 men, and capable of turning out 300 tons of 
ingots a day, the greater part of which is made into iron bars and 
machinery pieces, boilers, &c., or used in the manufacture of 
Siemens or Bessemer steel. The Bessemer shop can turn out 
120 tons in 12 hours, and the Siemens-Martin 22 tons at each 
operation. The Viscaya Company takes 200,000 tons a year. 
(The Altos Hornos and Viscaya Companies have just been amalga- 
mated, and in future will be carried on as one concern.) The San 
Francisco works and the Nervion, the famous shipbuilding yard, 
handle large quantities drawn from their own mines and smelted 
with their own coal from their mines in Asturias, and there are 
many other smaller industries which require considerable quan- 
tities of iron for working up into wire rope, tubes, corrugated iron, 
sheeting, &c. 

“ By far the largest part, about 75 per cent. of the ore exported 
from Bilbao, goes to the United Kingdom, the principal receiving 
ports being Middlesbrough, Cardiff, Newport, Newcastle, Barrow- 
in-Furness, Liverpool, and Hartlepool.” 

The Consul states that the demand from England for an ore as 
pure as possible from phosphorus has, perhaps, led exporters at 
Bilbao to cater too much for the British market. It is worthy of 
note that German ironworkers make use of highly phosphoric ore, 
which British ironmasters will not even look at. A case has been 
quoted in which an engineer of the Government of India railways 
refused to accept a abe supply of rails because the steel was found 
on testing to contain ‘005 of phosphorus above the usual British 
specification of ‘06 per cent. In Germany steel rails are made 
and passed with ‘08 and even 0°10 per cent. of phosphorus. It is 
contended by some that the British specification of :06 per cent. 
as a standard of purity is too high, and that a rail is per- 
fectly sound, and has as long a life with a percentage of 
phosphorus not exceeding ‘08 as one that has a much lower 
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percentage, provided always that care is taken to regulate 
other ingredients. If, however, the percentage of °08 is exceeded 
the rail becomes crystalline in structure, and hence brittle and 
more liable to break. However this may be the result is that 
Germans are able to obtain ore in large quantities and cheaper 
than British traders, and can utilise ore that a British ironmaster 
will not have at any price. 

The Consul is of opinion that, coming as these statements do 
from a man who has had considerable experience in British 
foundries, they should not be dismissed without careful examina- 
tion. Spathic ore and washed ore were both eagerly bought up 
by German houses and used for years before they were touched by 
British ironfounders, the simple reason being that British makers 
would not make the necessary changes in their plant. 

It is a curious geological fact that the further west the mines 
are from Bilbao the more phosphoric is the ore. The highly 
phosphoric ore of Galicia practically all goes to Germany. A 
considerable amount of Bilbao capital is now beginning to be 
invested in Galician mines. 

The rapid development of the mining industry has naturally 
caused a vast increase of population. In 1877 the province con- 
tained 195,864 inhabitants. At the last census in 1897 there were 
289,405. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,598.) 
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THE BEAUMONT OIL FIELDS (TEXAS, U.S.A.). 


The following is a continuation of the article on the Beaumont 
Oil Fields of Texas (U.S. A.), neo on pp. 429-30 of the last 
issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”: 

“No intelligent understanding of the oil situation can be obtained 
without a general knowledge of the oil production of the world, 
and particularly that of the United States and Russia. The oil 
production of the world now amounts to about 138,000,000 barrels 
a year, or 378,000 barrels a day, of which Russia produces 
68,000,000 barrels, the United States 58,000,000 barrels, the 
Dutch East Indies 3,000,000 barrels, Austria-Hungary 2,500,000 
barrels, and Roumania about 2,000,000 barrels. The remaining 
5,000,000 are produced in eight different countries, and need not 
be taken into consideration, as the product is chiefly ‘used for home 
consumption, and has no effect on the markets of the world. The oil 
fields of Japan are now attracting much attention, but principally 
on account of their future possibilities, as the ames at pre- 
sent is less than 1,000,000 barrels. , 

“The Beaumont oil field is almost identical in character of oil, 
relative location and geological conditions with the Russian oil 
fields. The Russian oil is a heavy fuel oil of about 26 degrees B. 
oom The Beaumont oil is also a heavy fuel oil, and is 23 

egrees B. gravity. The Russian oil fields are located near the 
shore of the Caspian Sea, and the Beaumont oil fields only a few 
miles from the Gulf of Mexico. The most productive oil strata in 
the Russian field are found from 1,000 to 1,500 feet below the surface 
and at practically the same depth below sea level, both of which 
facts are exactly the same in the Beaumont field. The Russian 
wells are entirely through loose soil and sand, which is the same in 
the Beaumont wells. The Russian and Beaumont oils both have 
an asphalte base and many other characteristics in common. The 
Russian field now produces over 185,000 barrels a day, and if the 
first wells can be taken as an indication, the Beaumont field will 
will certainly become even more productive when sufficently 
developed. 

“ The special ‘advantage which Beaumont oil has over any other 
oil in the world is in the fact that it can be produced and marketed 
at a@ minimum cost. Being produced within 18 miles of a 
seaport, it can be piped into tank steamers at a cost so small as to 
be almost incalculable, and it can be delivered at the seaports of 
the United States, Mexico, the West Indies, South America, and 
Europe at a cost so low that no other fuel can be used in com- 
petition for steam purposes. . 

“Fuel oil from the wells in the Beaumont field can be piped 
to the seaboard at Port Arthur and run into tank steamers ata 
total cost of production and transportation not exceeding 10 
cents a barrel, and, as three and one-half barrels of oil are equal 
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to one ton of coal for steam purposes, this is equal to the delivery 
of coal at the seaboard at a cost of 35 cents aton. As, according 
to the Government report for 1899, the average cost of the coal 
exported from the United States was 2°68 dols. per ton, it is 
readily seen that it really is not a question of competition as far 
as export is concerned, but rather a question of margin of profit.” 

The Consul adds :—‘‘ Speaking broadly, there is not the slightest 
doubt that the State of Texas will benefit greatly by the Beaumont 
discovery. Even should the oil be not immediately available 
for use for the purpose of fuel in manufactories, &c., in the 
State, yet the value of iand, not only in the immediate vicinity 
of Beaumont, but all over the State, will increase, foreign capital, 
greatly needed here, will be attracted, and the general resources of 
Texas be more clearly and forcibly brought into public notice all 
over the civilised world. 

“Naturally enough the striking of these great oil wells, of which 
up to date there are seven, all equally as prolific apparently as the 
first, has caused a financial and commercial commotion in the 
State such as has probably never before been witnessed here. 

“Land in the neighbourhood of the wells has gone up fabulously 
in price, some which three months ago could have been bought for 
25 dols. an acre having changed hands at as many thousands. 

“Tn fact, the community is in the throes of an attack of ‘oil 
fever.’ Company after company to develop oil lands has been 
floated, with capitals ranging anywhere from 500 dols. to 1,000,000L., 
and there is talk of others being formed with even larger capital. 

“Up to now no less than 142 companies have been chartered, 
with aggregate capital of over 8,000,000/., and many others are in. 
process of organisation. 

“The great majority of these are, no doubt, purely speculative, 
but probably many will turn out well after the present abnormal 
excitement ceases and the whole question of the proper develop- 
ment of the Beaumont oil field reaches a sound and proper 
commercial basis, which may take some years.” 


With reference to the above, the New Orleans “ Picayune” of 
22nd ult. states that it is more than probable that within the next 
few months coal will have passed out of use as a fuel on the 
Southern Pacific Railway. The President of the Southern Pacific 
is authority for the statement that if the Beaumont oil is found 
adapted for use as fuel, and proves to be cheaper, the locomotives 
in use on the Atlantic division will be immediately equipped with 
oil burners. Tanks will be erected at Houston, Lafayette and 
Algiers, and passengers over the line will be rid of smoke and 
cinders. 

The Southern Pacific, as soon as the Lucas gusher broke forth 
at Beaumont, carried samples of the oil to California, where oil is 
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already in use by the company as fuel, for the purpose of testing 
its worth. The president of the company thinks it. will only be a 
short while now before the result of the tests will be made known. 


THE GREAT LAKE CITIES AS ATLANTIC PORTS. 


With reference to a previous notice on p. 377 of the “ Board 

of Trade Journal” for 16th inst., the following particulars relating 
to direct trade by sea between Chicago and European ports have 
been received at the Board of Trade, from the United States 
Bureau of Statistics. 
& The work of transforming the lake cities into Atlantic ports has 
been resolutely taken up by the North-western Steamship Com- 
pany of Chicago, which has constructed four sister ships each 255 
feet long to ply regularly between Chicago and European ports. 
These vessels named respectively the ‘‘ North-western,” the 
“ North-eastern,” the ‘“ Northman,” and the “ North-town,” sail 
from Chicago for Hamburg, Liverpool, and London loaded with 
machinery, preserved meats, lard and other products of the 
great manufacturing and producing section fronting upon the 
great lakes. These ships, according to a letter received by the 
Treasury Bureau of Statistics from the manager of the company, 
are of the lake type of construction, but built with a special view 
to a combination of lake and ocean traffic, and are supplied with 
special facilities for rapid loading and unloading. 

They pass necessarily through the Canadian canals, the Welland 
and St. Lawrence, to the head of deep water navigation at 
Montreal, and will in their trip.traverse 73 miles of canals and pass 
through 46 locks, depending on their own propelling power 
throughout the entire voyage. It is estimated that the time 
occupied between Buffalo and Montreal, between which the canal 
system extends, will be about three days. 

Communications to the Bureau of Statistics from lake cities and 
ports, express the hope that this enterprise may result in serious 
consideration of the proposition to construct entirely within the 
United States, a deep-water canal connecting the lakes with the 
Atlantic. The present depth of the Welland Canal is 14 feet, and 
the depth of most of the harbours on the lakes is 20 feet, and it is 
evident that those desiring to see the cities situated upon the great 
lakes transformed virtually into Atlantic ports and connected b 
direct steamship lines with the great seaboard cities of the world, 
will desire an American canal, with a depth at least equal to that of 
the great lake harbours, viz., 20 feet. 
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The following table shows the tonnage and value of freight 
passing through the Sault Ste. Marie Canal in each year from 1887 
to 1900 :— 


Weight and Value of Merchandise passing through the Sault 
Ste. Marie Canal from 1887 to 1900. 


Weight. Value. 


Tons 
of 2,000 lbs, each. Dollars. 

5,494,649 79,031,757 
6,411,423 82,156,019 
7,516,022 83,732,527 
9,041,213 102,214,948 
8,888,759 128,178,208 
11,214,333 135,117,267 
10,796,572 145,436,957 
13,195,860 143,114,502 
15,062,580 159,575,129 
16,239,061 195,146,842 
18,982,755 218,235,927 
21,234,664 233,069,740 
25,255,810 281,364,750 
25,643,073 267,041,959 
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FOREIGN ENTERPRISE IN VENEZUELA. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Embassy at 
Washington, copy of extract from an article on foreign enterprise 
in Venezuela by the United States Minister to that country. 

The writer observes that a number of Americans are making a 
careful scientific inves‘igation of the natural resources of Venezuela. 
There are, too, some important American enterprises in that 
country in which large sums of capital have been invested. It is 
stated, for instance, that greater sums of money have been put by 
Americans into asphalt properties than into any other kind of 
business venture in Venezuela. 

Foreigners in Venezuela are not many in point of numbers, 
but they play an important rdle in the business and development of 
the country. As there are about 40,000 Spaniards in Venezuela, 
they are more numerous than any other foreigners. The Italians 
come next, and then, perhaps, the English. The last-named con- 
tingent iscomposed almost wholly of coloured people from the British 
West Indies, the number of white British subjects from the United 
Kingdom itself being very small. Some of the most important 
commercial enterprises of the country, however, are conducted 
in a very successful manner by Englishmen, and the capital 
invested in them comes from English sources. The breakwater 
and dock facilities at La Guayra, for example, the picturesque 
and scientifically interesting railroad from La Guayra to Caracas, 
and the large telephone system of the Federal districts, with its 
extensive long distance circuits, are successful and highly creditable 
English enterprises. 

At present, the Germans probably have larger investments in 
Venezuela than any other foreigners, and the bulk of the 
commercial business of the country is in their hands, although half 
of the products are bought by the people of the United States. 

The United States Minister goes on to say :—‘‘ No American 
should invest in a foreign country without a thorough, accurate, 
trustworthy knowledge of the property or business into which he 
proposes to put his money. I have received hundreds of letters 
from the United States requesting information in respect to the 
resources of Venezuela, and have many times been asked by 
would-be investors for advice. The uniform reply in such cases 
has been, ‘I am glad to give you as much general information as 
I properly may, but before you invest a penny go to Venezuela 
and make an adequate investigation on your own account.’ In 
considering what may be said here or elsewhere about the resources 
of foreign countries, I trust that this bit of advice may be heeded 
by my countrymen who are seeking investment abroad. 

“One point of supreme significance which the Germans have 
clearly grasped, and which has not been adequately comprehended 
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by Americans, is the truth that in order to get something of 
lasting value out of a country it is necessary to put something 
into it. The Germans have put time, intelligence, and money 
into Venezuela. One effect of their activity there is the attracting 
of German immigrants, and the advent of every fresh German 
arrival makes a greater demand for goods of German origin. 

“In seeking a market for their products in South American 
countries it is of the highest importance for American manufacturers 
and exporters to take a broad view of international commercial 
affairs and understand that the planting of a few American Colonies 
in any Latin-American country will create a steady, substantial 
and growing demand for the product of American mills and farms. 
It is in this way that foreign trade in new countries may be most 
surely and easily developed. 

“Venezuela has immediate and pressing need of a large influx 
of well meaning foreigners, who are —- to remain and aid in 
the development of the country . 

With regard to the natural resources of the country it is stated in 
the article that Venezuela has been magnificently dowered by 
nature with abundant and varied resources. 

Minerals.—One hundred miles south of the Orinoco River lies a 
great expanse of territory—millions of acres in extent, much of 
which is known to contain gold, iron, copper, and other valuable 
minerals. It is the firm conviction of highly competent engineers 
and other investigators who have carefully explored this region 

‘that when the extent, value and comparative accessibility of its 
resources are once thoroughly understood, a strong, though it is to be 
feared turbulent, stream of immigration will flow in that direction. 

Save in a few instances, Venezuelan gold fields have not been 
exploited by men with large capital, competent experience, and a 
knowledge of modern mining machinery and methods. This gold 
region does not attract the placer miner, for the reason that the 
best deposits are quartz, and for their reduction an extensive plant 
is necessary. 

Another obstacle to the rapid development of the Venezuelan 
gold fields is, and has been, the belief that the climate of that 
section of South America is a particularly unwholesome and deadly 
one. It is true that during certain months people who go into the 
Orinoco Valley from the north, and who do not take precautions of 
a reasonable nature, are likely to contract malarial fevers; but 
diseases of this kind may very largely be avoided by proper atten- 
tion to diet, water, and clothing. There is in the Venezuelan 
gold regions an abundance of good water and a number of powerful 
waterfalls capable of being utilized in a commercial way. 

The gold fields of Venezuela also suffer grievously from lack of 
adequate transportation facilities. They lie not more than one 
hundred miles from the banks of one of the world’s finest rivers, 
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yet the miner has to transport all his supplies upon the backs of 
donkeys, which makes life at the mines, and the operation of them, 
very expensive. The gold has to be brought out in the same 
manner. The vital need of the region is a railroad connecting it 
with some point on the Orinoco River, and when this is built 
probably the long expected ‘awakening ” will take place. 

The mineral resources of Venezuela are by no means confined to 
gold. Asphalt, sulphur, copper, asbestos, petroleum, coal and iron 
are found. On the Orinoco River, about seventy-five miles from 
its mouth, is situated a remarkably rich deposit of valuable 
Bessemer ore. These mines have figured in diplomatic corres- 
pondence between Venezuela and the United states for upward of 
fifteen years ; they have also been the subject of long and expen- 
sive litigation in the Venezuelan courts. Their ownership has 
finally been determined, and it is stated that they are soon to’ be 
worked in a large way. 


Pearls.— Pearl fishing has been carried on by the natives of the 
island of Marguerita as a commercial enterprise for upward of 
three centuries, and there is no record that within this period 
other than the crudest methods have been employed. The annual 
output of pearls is valued at about one hundred thousand dollars ; 
that is to say, this sum is what the fishermen receive who find the 
pearls. The pearls are bought by a few dealers who come from Europe 
for that purpose. There are few restrictions upon the pear! fisheries 
beyond a tax of twenty-four dollars per year which is laid upon 
each boat employed in the industry. There are about four hundred 
boats so employed. Each boat has a heavy metal drag, which is 
pulled along the bottom of the sea, and which scoops up a quantity 
of oysters. 


Live stock.— Within a few months European capitalists, in com- 
mand of large resources, have been making a close study of the 
possibilities of the cattle business in Venezuela, and it is reported 
that it is their ultimate intention to establish a large plant for the 
preparation and preservation of beef in various palatable forms. 
Should this matter be taken up seriously, it is possible that the 
business of preserving meats may be established in Venezuela, 
which would come into serious competition with similar lines of 
industry in the United States. 


Rubber, &c.—Europeans are also seeking to acquire large tracts 
of land for the purpose of working the rubber and other vege- 
table products which they contain. There are at present in 
Venezuela several European commissions composed of scientific 
men, which are engaged in making studies of a very serious nature. 
Venezuela has well-defined pasture, agricultural, forest and 
mineral zones. It is abundantly watered by many great and 
navigable rivers, and it has excellent ports on the Caribbean Sea. 
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The United States Minister also writes as follows :—‘ The people 
of Venezuela have many noteworthy qualities. The peon class has 
long been famed for its honesty. The propensity for petty thieving 
which exists among the natives of many tropical countries is 
happily not found among the working classes of Venezuelans as a 
rule. Crimes of robbery and burglary are rarely committed, and 
when they do occur it will be found, in ninety-five per cent. of 
the cases, that the culprit is a foreigner.” 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


LAGOS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Customs Tariff 
acini ind Ordinance, 1899, Amendment Ordinance, 1901 
cslinees thie of (No. 2 of 1901), which was passed in the 
Import Duty Legislative Council and assented to by the 
- sii a to Governor on 20th March last. 
10 Per Cent. The Ordinance increases the general ad 
valorem rate of duty from 5 per cent. to 10 per 
cent. on all goods, other than those specially exempted or liable to 
specific rates of duty, on importation into the Colony or Pro- 
tectorate of Lagos. 


[Note.—A notice relating to the Lagos Customs Tariff Ordinance 
of 1899, was published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
15th February, 1900.]' 


ITALY. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the classifica- 
tion of various articles under the Customs 
Tariff of Italy, which have recently been issued 
by the Italian Ministry of Finance :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 
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Tariff Rates of English 
Classification of Article. Duty. Equivalents, 


Lire Cts. £ 

“ Blanc-fixe,” dutiable under No. 80 of the | 100 Kilogs. 10 00 | Cwt. 0 

Tariff as “colours in powder” 

Printing type, made from an alloy of lead es 18 00 

and antimony with slight admixture of 

eo dutiable under No. 228 d. of the 
ariff, 


White paper, calendered on one side only, 
dutiable under No. 191 a. 1 of the Tariff. 

*Packing paper, oiled, gummed on a thin 
tissue of raw cotton, dutiable under No. 
191 d. of the Tariff as “ packing paper, 
coarse and rough, uncalendered.” 

Parchment paper with printed inscription, “4 12 
dutiable under No. 191 a. 1 of the Tariff. 

Tubular columns of steel for electrictramways,| 100 F13 
classified as “iron and steel of second | Kilogs. {17 
fabrication, in articles made chiefly from 
heavy pieces of iron or steel, or from light 
pieces of iron or steel, according to kind,” 
and dutiable under Nos. 218 a. 2 or 218 b. 2 
of the Tariff respectively. 

Scythes and sickles— 

(1) Scythes, nickelled, dutiable under No. 
222 6.1 of the Tariff as “ tools for trades, 
of enamelled, lacquered or oxidised iron 
or steel.” 

(2) Scythes and sickles not oxidised, 
dutiable under No. 222 bd. 2 of the Tariff 
at the Conventional rate of eae ee 

“ Hartspiritus” (solidified alechol), dutiable 
under No. 59 of the Tariff as an “alco- 
holic chemical product, not specified .. 

The article named is further subject to 
the surtax on home manufacture on the 
quantity of alcohol contained therein in 
the proportion of 97°64 litres of alcohol 
for every 100 kilogs., net weight, of the 
product. 

“ Lignorosina,” a product resulting from the | 100 Kilogs. 10 Cwt. 0 4 03 
manufacture of wood pulp, dutiable as a 
“chemical product not specified,” under 
No. 59 of the Tariff. 

Machines for liquefying air, dutiable under 10 
No. 240 1, of the Tariff as “ machines 
not specified.” 

Ladies’ mantles of velvet embroidered with 
silk trimmings, dutiable as “velvets 
with an admixture of silk of from 
12 to 50 per cent., plain, embroidered 
with lock-stitch and sewn.” The duties 
payable on these goods are, accordingly, 
9 lire per kilog., as duty on the tissue, 


* NoTE.—It has been decided that this article, being of a special nature, cannot 
benefit under the Conventional rate of 3 lire per 100 kilogs. for ordinary packing 
paper. 


+ Made principally of heavy pieces of iron or steel. 
t Made principally of lighter pieces of iron or steel. 
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Classification of Article. 


under No. 160 a. of the Tariff, plus 3 lire 
per kilog. above such duty, for the em- 
broidery in lock-stitch, under No. 159 d, 
together with the additional duty of 40 
per cent. above the duty on the tissue 
prescribed for articles with needlework. 

Oil obtained from the “Eleococa vernicia,” 
dutiable as a “fixed oil, not specified” 
under No. 7 ¢. of the Tariff. 

Powder of mother-of-pearl for painting and 
decorating, dutiable under No. 80 of the 
Tariff as *‘ colours in cakes, powders, &c.” 

Pure spirit in bottles containing more than 
one litre, dutiable under No. 5a. of the 
Tariff as “ pure spirit in casks or barrels.” 

Braces of cotton hemmed with ribbon, con- 
taining an admixture of silk, classified 
as “ribbons containing an admixture of 
silk of from 12 to 50 per cent., coloured, 
plain, made up in sewn articles,” and 
subject to duty under No. 164 of the 
Tariff, together with the additional duty 
applicable to articles with needlework— 
40 per cent. above the duty on the tissue— 
imposed under No. 168. 

“ Terpina” and ‘‘terpinolo,” dutiable under 
No. 69 of the Tariff as “ non-alcoholic 
medicinal preparations.” 

Coca wine, dutiable under No. 70 (2) of the 
Tariff. The article in question is further 
subject to the surtax on home manu- 
facture on the alcohol contained therein 
in the proportion of 19°84 litres of 
alcohol to every 100 kilogs., net weight. 

Wellington knife polish, classitied under No. 
261 a. of the Tariff as ‘stones, earths, 
&c., including plaster and lime, &e.” 


Tariff Rates of English 
Duty. Equivalents. 
Lire. Cts 
” 24 00; , 9 9 9 
” 10 00; , O 4 OF 
Hectol. 14 00 |Gall. 0 0 6 
100 Kilogs.10 00; Cwt.0 4 03 
” 40 00 , 016 38 


| 
| 
Free. | Free. 
| 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 


Customs 
Decisions. 


United States Customs officers and others :— 


Crude feathers.—Feathers not ornamental, in their crude state, 
are dutiable at the rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem under the pro- 
visions of paragraph 425 of the Tariff. ‘The provision for orna- 


mental feathers (dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem) 


of the United States Customs 'l'ariff which have 
recently been issued by the Treasury Depart- 
ment at Washington for the information of 
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covers those which, though in a crude state, are naturally 
ornamental, and require no great expenditure of money or labour 
to fit them for ornamental use. 

Crude ostrich feathers, which become ornamental only after 
expenditure of considerable money and labour, are dutiable at the 
rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem when imported in a crude state. 

Paraldehyde.—Paraldehyde is not dutiable under the provisions 
of paragraph 2 of the Tariff, which is limited in its application to 
perfumeries and toilet waters, nor can it properly be classed under 
the provisions of paragraph 3 as a chemical compound. It isa 
“medicinal preparation,” and as such is dutiable under the pro- 
visions of paragraph 67 a san article in the preparation of which 
alcohol has been used. 

Cottonseed oil—An admixture of cottonseed oil and olive oil, 
not shown to have been commercially known as cottonseed oil at 
and prior to the passage of the Tariff Act of 1897, is not dutiable 
as cottonseed oil under paragraph 35 of the Tariff. 

Bottles containing prepared beans, peas, and mushrooms.—The 
duty of 2} cents per pound levied under paragraph 241 of the 
Tariff, is assessable on the total weight of the merchandise 
mentioned in the first part of the said paragraph (i.e. beans, peas, 
and mushrooms, prepared or preserved), including the weight of 
the bottles. 

Needles imported with vaccine virus.—Needles included in 
receptacles containing “anthrax and blackleg vaccihe” or virus 
separately invoiced and used for administering the virus, are 
dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 165 
of the Tariff. 

Instruments for demonstrating mathematical properties.—Instru- 
ments made and used solely for the purpose of demonstrating 
properties of mathematical angles, surfaces, and lines, and which 
are not susceptible of any other use, are scientific instruments, 
and are entitled to free entry when imported for a college or other 
institution of the kind described in paragraph 638 of the Tariff. 

Tariff classification of leather gloves.—The following decisions 
have been arrived at with regard to the classification of leather 
gloves under paragraphs 439-446 of the Tariff :— 

1. Gloves made from the skin of a still-born animal (“sheep 
origin” or “schmaschen”) are alone entitled to the low rates of 
duty imposed under paragraph 440. 

2. The same size-numbers being used for both men’s and 
women’s gloves, while the rates of duty are different, the attention 
of Customs officers is directed to the distinction between these two 
kinds. Among other distinguishing features, it is to be noted that 
men’s gloves are usually shorter in the wrist and fingers, as well as 
broader in the hand, than women’s gloves of the same size- 
nunber. 
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3. With regard to paragraph 445, which provides for cumulative 
duties on gloves lined, piquéed, prix seamed, and “stitched or 
embroidered with more than three single strands or cords,” 
attention is called to the following definitions. A piqué seam is 

made by placing one layer of leather flat upon another, and 
stitching through and through. A prix seam is a saddler’s seam 
made by placing the two layers facing each other with the edges 
together and stitching near the edge. The usual form of sewing, 
not subject to paragraph 44:5, is overseam stitching. Stitching and 
embroidering, provided for in paragraph 445, is a decoration on 
the back of the leather gloves, usually, but not always, in three 
rows or points sree | toward the junctions of the fingers. When 
these stitchings or embroideries are made “ with more than three 
single strands or cords” on each glove, they are subject to the 
cumulative duty of 40 cents per dozen pairs for either stitching or 
embroidering. 

Seizure of goods under Section 32 of the Tariff Act.—Under 
Section 32 of the Tariff Act of July 24, 1897, amending Section 7 
of the Customs Administrative Act, imported merchandise of which 
the invoiced value has been advanced more than 50 per cent. by 
the appraiser, is to be seized upon the presumption of fraud, and 
forfeited unless the mis-statement is due to manifest clerical error, 
or the presumption of fraud is rebutted by the claimant. The 
Secretary of the Treasury is prohibited by the last proviso of 
Section 32 from remitting or mitigating any forfeiture or disability 
incurred under the said Section. 

It has, therefore, been decided that in cases of seizure or liability 
to seizure arising under the said Section 32, wherein manifest 
clerical error appears or is claimed, the facts should be reported to 
the Treasury Department for determination of the question of 
remission on the ground claimed. A Collector may, however, 
refrain from seizure in a case where manifest clerical error is 
apparent, until the facts may be ele to the Department for 
consideration. 


. 
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BELGIUM. 


The British Vice-Consul at Ghent reports that labour contracts are 
Port being arranged at Middelburg for the con- 
iaicetiaiiiaiinds struction of a larger lock at the entrance of the 
Terneuzen-Ghent Canal, at an estimated cost of 
—" 168,6511., to be completed by December, 1903. 
The dimensions are stated to be as follows :— 


Length for passage of ships ... 
Depth 


This, with the enlarged and deepened canal way, and the 
straightening of the bends in the course now in operation, will 
place Ghent, it is considered, in a position to receive most of the 
merchant ships afloat by the spring of 1905, and increased quay 
and dock room is to be provided accordingly. 

The depth of the waterway to Ghent and at the new docks will 
be 26 ft. 4 in., and the passage at canal bridges 68 ft. 10 in. in 
breadth. All works are to be carried out without hindrance to 
navigation. 

The necessity for more dock, quay, and shed room at Ghent has 
been keenly felt this last autumn, when shipments of beetroot 
sugar and potatoes to the United Kingdom, and coals therefrom, 
have been very active, which, added to the regular flow of general 
traffic, and the large arrivals of timber, have filled every spare 
corner of space ; vessels also have had, on several occasions, to wait 
their turns for quay berth. The appearance then in December last 
of the Belgian Government Decree approving the Ghent Town 
Council’s resolutions, and authorising the Board to take the 
necessary steps, gave general satisfaction. Efforts are now being 
made to get the port and navigation charges considerably reduced. 

At the present time all vessels up to 295 ft. in length, 38 ft. 
beam, and 17? ft. draught can enter the lock at Terneuzen and 
come up to Ghent throughout the year. But at neap tides a little 
lightening at the lock is sometimes advisable to avoid delay. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,593.) 


In the same report it is stated that during the year 1900 a total 


: of 4,480 river and canal craft, of an aggregate 
roe mg tonnage of 650,182 tons, entered Ghent docks in 

direct relation to the general shipping, either 
carrying cargo for export or destined to load imports. The total 
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for 1899 was 4,355 river and canal craft, of an aggregate tonnage of 
604,624 tons. This mode of transit is employed for rougher goods in 
particular, where speed is not so much an object as cheap transport, 
and the convenience of mooring the barges against merchants’ own 
warehouses in the industrial districts, and alongside the sea ships 
in dock. Inland freights are low, and may be fairly estimated at 
one-third of the cost of railway carriage, and the loading and 
discharging expenses are less than when sent by rail. (Loreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,593.) 


DUTCH WEST INDIES. 


H.M. Consul at Curagoa, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
writes to the following effect :— 

I have on several “ccoasions commented in 
between Liverpool my reports upon the necessity of establishing a 
direct steamship service between the United 

and Curagoa. Kingdom, the West Indies, Venezuela and 
Colombia. A direct monthly service to these ports from Liverpool 
and vice versa, via Havre, would undoubtedly command the bulk of 
the passenger traffic, provided the steamers were properly fitted with 
modern accommodation for passengers, and they would obtain 
also a goodly share of the homeward freight. This prospect 
should induce some company to take the matter seriously into 
consideration, and at least give it an honest trial for a time. 
It must be understood, however, that as the cargo to be obtained 
at Curagoa is shipped mostly all to Havre to “order” and at 
“ option,” the company must be willing to return home via Havre 
direct at least once monthly, so as to overcome the hindrance 
offered to shippers on account of the quarantine regulations at 
New Orleans, and the long passage homeward from Curagoa via 
those of Colombia and New Orleans, as well as to afford the 
facility offered by other companies in issuing optional bills of 
lading for European ports. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,594.) 


The same report says that when either the Nicaraguan or the 


Punana Canal shall be finished the Island of 
Curacoa being happily possessed of a command- 

ing position, situated the Caribbean Sea, 
ments in Curagoa. Wil] become a principal stopping-place on the 
journey through either canal, and its importance will be immeasur- 
ably added to if the Dutch Government will impose on itself the 
sacrifice of building a dock, and of establishing a coal depot, so 
that all facilities may be offered for docking vessels, and easily 
providing steamships with the indispensable fuel at a moderate 


Necessity for 
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price. The disbursements necessary for building a dock may be 
called, says the Consul, a sacrifice, because of the Colony’s financial 
circumstances, and also because of the unfavourable report of a 
commission appointed years ago by the Government. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Serves, 2,594.) 


FRANCE. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Brest, 
_ bie comparing British shipping at Brest with the 
vs previous oon says that 67 British steamers 
— entered the port during 1900, against 81 in 
1899, but their aggregate tonnage exceeded the total of 1899 by 
6,699 tons. This is accounted for by larger steamers having been 
employed in the coal trade. 

The number of British sailing vessels was more than doubled, 
and also their tonnage, 33 having entered Brest in 1900, with an 
increase of 1,379 tons, against 16 in 1899. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,596.) 


FRENCH WEST AFRICA. 
According to ‘‘ Le Monde Economique” of 18th inst., the port of 
Go tituted Goree (Senegal) has been constituted an absolute 
an he a free port by the French Colonial Minister. The 
a Free Port. Customs service will, therefore, issue no more 
Customs documents (passavants) for goods destined for that port. 


SPAIN. 


H.M. Consul at Bilbao reports that roads and railways have been 
Internal rapidly built until Biscay has become the best 
Sieslsiteatien tn endowed of all the Spanish provinces as regards 
NW. Spain. means of communication. It has now 768,200 
ages metres (477 English miles) of carriage roads and 
239,970 metres (149 English miles) of railroads. A new railway 
is about te be constructed from Madrid to Burgos and thence to 
Bercedo, whence a short line will run to a point on the Bilbao- 
Santander line, and thus place Madrid by a more direct line in 
communication with Bilbao. As this will make Bilbao the 
nearest port of the capital, it is hoped that the new line when con- 
structed will secure to that port the greatest part of the Madrid 
trade, and, indeed, of that of the whole of Spain. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,598.) 
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The British Vice-Consul at San Sebastian in his recent report 
Scie fiom states that the chief event in connection with 
San ow Sores the province has been the completion of the 

to Bilbao coast line of railway to Bilbao, whereby San 

2 Sebastian is placed in direct communication 

with that town and Santander. The journey to Bilbao is now 
performed in a little over four hours. All the rolling-stock on 
the new line is of British manufacture. (Foreign Office, Annual 

Series, 2,598.) 


ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Milan reports that an important concession of 
‘ s late een granted on the River Caffaro, 
of in the of Brescia. From 8,000 to 

ectrie SNETSY- 10,000 horse-power are to be developed, and 
after reserving what will be sufficient to supply electric traction to 
the railway between Caffaro and Brescia, the remainder will be at 
the disposal of the concessionnaire, who intends to create a large 
establishment in the province for the production, by electricity, of 
caustic soda. 


Water-Power in 


The Consul also states that a project formed many years ago and 
Projected Water then abandoned for establishing a water service 
Se ue tne between Milan and the Adriatic has now been 

mn = a the revived and seems likely to be carried into 

pe tee effect. The River Po, the Ticino, which is an 

oe affluent of the Po, and the Milan-Pavia Canal, 

which empties itself into the Ticino, are all navigable, and the only 

difficulty likely to be encountered would come from the changing 

channel of the Po. Barges drawn by steam tugs would be used 

and the service would be specially destined for the transport of 
heavy goods. 

The route by water would be considerably longer than it is by 
rail between Milan and Venice, but it is hoped that the important 
towns on the Po and the fertile districts behind them will con- 
tribute a fair amount of intermediate traffic, and that when ve 
prompt delivery is not an object, a water service will be able to 
compete successfully with the necessarily much higher railway 
rates. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,597.) 


H.M. Consul at Milan reports that the work connected with the 
‘ important experiments in electric railway 
Mlectric Traction traction, initiated by the Mediterranean and 
on allways. — Adriatic Railway Companies is being steadily 
pushed forward, and probably both systems will shortly be in 
operation. 
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The piercing of the Simplon tunnel continues to make satisfactory 
, progress, and 31st May, 1904, has already been 
Simplon Tunnel. provisionally fixed upon as the date of the 
opening of this new international connection, 
There is, however, perhaps, some reason to fear that the connecting 
line on the Italian side may not be completed by then, and in a 
position to deal properly with the traffic which will undoubtedly 
be attracted by this new route. No decision has yet been come to 
as regards the different lines suggested. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,597.) 


BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Pernambuco reports that the Brazilian mercantile 
Shipping at marine has not increased since 1898, the figures 
Peas rhs a for 1899 being 392 vessels, with a total tonnage 
* of 359,244 tons, and for 1900, 401 vessels, with 
333,632 tons. The increase in the price of coal and the falling-off 
of exports of sugar to the southern ports of the Republic, together 
with general decrease in the coasting trade, may account for the 
stagnation in native shipping interests, but it is a. moot point 
whether the management of steamship lines may not be at fault. 
The “ Lloyd Brazileiro” Company, with a very fine fleet of Clyde- 
built steamers, has become bankrupt, and is in the hands of 
receivers, the Banko da Republica, and many other native steamers 
are lying up in Rio Harbour, proving that the “ Lei de Cabotagem,” 
or Coastwise Traffic Law, is not altogether a successful measure. 

Not only are the German lines increasing their fleets and the 
size of their steamers, but they are competing successfully in the 
passenger trade as well us in cargo. A somewhat remarkable 
feature was the recent charter of a British steamer to run for one 
of the Hamburg lines, and thus help the competition with British 
tonnage. Owing to this competition a good deal of the trade in 
rice, cement, dry goods, hardware, and other goods, which was 
formerly carried from Liverpool, has now gone to Bremen and 
Hamburg. 

A subsidy has been offered to a British shipping company by 
the Federal Government, for two monthly calls at the port of 
Maceié, 6nce outwards and once homewards, which has not yet 
been accepted, and now the ‘“ Hamburg-Sud Amerikanische 
Dampfschiffahrts Gesellschaft” and the ‘ Hamburg-American 
line” are trying to obtain it, and will doubtless succeed if the 
British line fails to respond to the offer of the subsidy provided 
for in the last Budget of the Federal Government. 

The British Vice-Consul at Maceié reports that in former years 
almost everything was imported in British vessels ; later, the State 
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Government subsidised a line of French steamers, and for some 
years this line carried a fair proportion of the imported goods. 
The Law which put a stop to coasting trade in foreign vessels 
made a considerable difference in the value of Maceié as a port of 
call to foreign steamship companies, and the State Government 
falling into arrears in the payment of the subsidy, an important 
British line of steamers and the above-mentioned French line 
ceased to call at the port. This gave an impetus to German trade, 
and German steamers now call twice a month, without receiving 
any subsidy, but as these steamers are somewhat irregular in their 
calls dealers would much prefer the old order of things, when they 
could count almost to a day when their goods would arrive. The 
steamers of the only British line which continues to call at 
Macei6 regularly invariably call at Pernambuco first, and are 
there detained from eight to 14 days. 

The Vice-Consul adds: “The State’s financial position being 
now much sounder than it has been for some years, it appears to 
me that there is now an opening for a first-class line of British 
steamers to make Maceié a port of call with outward cargo ; 

_ probably, not only could a subsidy be arranged, but special 
privileges with reference to port charges might be obtained.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,591.) 


UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 

. of a telegram dated 6th May from H.M. Minister 

in and Consul-General at Bogota, as 

“Decree issued ordering payment in gold of port dues from 
15th May.” 


JAPAN. 


In the report on Japan for 1900, recently issued by the Foreign 
Office, reference is made to the trade of recently 


rad seen opened ports, and it is stated that Shimonoseki 
and Moji in particular exhibit signs of growin 
Opened Ports. commercialactivity. The value of thetradeof the 


two ports combined was 845,215/. more than the year before last. 
1,005 vessels, with a tonnage of 1,036,245 tons, visited Shimo- 
noseki and 921 vessels, tonnage 1,316,394 tons, called at Moji in 
1900. The Government iron foundry is only six miles from Moji. 
Wakamatsu Harbour close by is being dredged, and it is likely 
to become a busy place in three or four years time and may 
affect the prosperity of Moji. At present vessels of only 12 feet 
B 
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can go alongside the wharf, but by means of dredging it is 
expected that vessels of 20 feet or so will suffer no inconvenience 
there before long. Wakamatsu has now one steam crane, handling 
1,000 tons a day, a hydraulic crane, handling 1,500 tons, and a 
coal-loading machine (hydraulic), loading 2,500 tons a days. Two 
Brown’s patent coal-handling machines obtained from the United 
States are being erected: these will deal with 6,000 tons of coal 
in 10 hours. In view of the important position now occupied by 
Shimonoseki and Moji a British Consulate is to be opened shortly 
at the former port, while the office at Hakodate is to be reduced to 
a Vice-Consulate. 

The increase in trade in the case of the Hokkaido ports has also 
been marked. 

Entries at Hakodate comprised 262 vessels with a tonnage of 
92,902 tons. Muroran and Otaru received visits from 67 vessels 
of 115,281 tons and 95 vessels of 52,496 tons burden respectively. 

The port of Otaru, opened to foreign trade in 1899, is to be 
connected with the old open port of Hakodate by rail. 102 vessels 
with a tonnage of 73,183 tons are reckoned among the returns of 
the shipping for the port of: Karatsu, while Kuchinotsu harboured , 
181 vessels, with a tonnage of 315,985 tons, during the year. 

The port of Itozaki in the province of Bingo was opened to 
foreign trade on Ist June, 1900. 

This brings the number of places in Japan proper where trade 
with foreign countries may be carried on up to 30. So far, the 
recently opened port has not proved to be of much commercial 
importance. No statistics of the imports or exports were published 
until November, when the exports were returned at 338/. In 
December the trade had largely improved, having amounted to 
1,6921., of which 1,0611. stood for imports and 6311. for exports. 
One sailing vessel of Japanese registry with a tonnage of 194 tons 
visited the port during that month. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,595.) 


In the same report it is stated that among amendments of the Law 
etait the for the Survey of Vessels of 6th April, 1896, 
Survey of Vessels published on 13th March, 1900, and coming 
* into force on Ist January, 1901, occur certain 

provisions which are of interest to owners of foreign vessels trading 


- with Japan. An alteration is made in the law whereby surveys 


are, in the case of the classes of vessels specified below, to be 
effected as determined by order :— 

1. Foreign vessels chartered by Japanese subjects which are 
employed between any ports in Japan, or between Japan and 
foreign countries. 

2. Foreign vessels which ply only along the coast of Japan, or 
in its lakes, rivers, or harbours. 
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3. Foreign vessels which take on board at ariy of the ports in 
Japan passengers or emigrants. 

The amended article takes the place of the hitherto existing rule 
that the Survey Law shall apply to persons employing chartered 
vessels of foreign registry on voyages between ports in Japan, or 
between Japan and inert countries. 

Regulations for the survey of foreign vessels in connection with 
the law just referred to were tiealll on 27th December, 1900. 
Survey of the ships mentioned in heading No. 3, quoted above, 
is to be effected only in the case of those which are intended to 
take on board emigrants or third-class passengers, or both these 
classes of persons combined, to the number of 100 and upwards, 
with the object of carrying them to ports beyond home-plying 
limits. The examination is to be conducted when a vessel is 
about to sail from the last port she is to touch at in Japan. 
Surveys of the vessels specified in headings 1 and 2 are to be made 
when they are about to be employed on a voyage, when the period 
of a voyage is completed, and when there is any special necessity 
during the period of a voyage. The regulations were likewise to 
be put in operation on the first day of the ensuing new year. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,595.) 


The report also notes that consideration has once more been given 
Proposed Harbour - ee for the construction of a harbour 
Works at Tokio. “The Tokio City Council decided in June that 
it would be advisable on the whole to adopt the plans submitted to 
them for making a suitable harbour near the capital, though further 
investigation was deemed necessary before a scheme was definitely 
adopted. 

Estimates place the cost of the work roughly at a little over 
4,000,0001., the period necessary for its completion being taken as 
12 years. 

With regard to the Osaka harbour works, fissures have been 
discovered in some of the blocks of cement used, and, as a 
result of an official enquiry, endeavours have been made to remedy 
the defects. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,595.) 


With reference to railways, it is stated in the report that extension 
of the Japanese railway system goes on uninter- 

Railways. ruptedly. The most recent returns give the length 
of the railway lines as 3,635 miles, 833 miles of 

Government and 2,802 miles of private railway, on 31st March, 
1900. This makes an increase of 65 miles of Government and 
150 miles of private railway since Ist April, 1899, a length of 
215 miles in all. The principal private lines are the Nippon 
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Railway, mileage 857 miles; Kiushiu Railway, mileage 330 miles ; 
Sanyo Railway, mileage 280 miles; Hokkaido Tanko Railway, 
mileage 207 miles. A Private Railway Law and Railway Business 
‘Law were promulgated on 15th March, 1900, for the better exercise 
of control over the construction of railways and matters connected 
with railway work in general, &c., and regulations for the carrying 
out of the Private Railway Law, setting forth in detail the method 
of obtaining official sanction to railway undertakings and the mode 
of operations, &c., were issued on 10th August, 1900. The above 
laws and regulations came into force on Ist October, 1900. 
Sleeping-cars were brought into use on the Tokaido line from the 
same date ; they are available for first-class passengers, the charge 
being 6s. 14d. for the night. (Foreiyn Office, Annual Series, 2,595.) 


_MINING, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


With reference to the article on the phosphates of Christmas 
Island on pp. 72-4 of the “ Board of Trade 


— on Journal” for 11th April last, the report for 
Steed. 1900 on Christmas Island, recently issued by 


the Colonial Office, says that two kinds of 
phosphate are found on the Island—lump phosphate and granu- 
lated phosphate, and it is understood that the latter is slightly the 
more valuable of the two. Granulated phosphate has the appear- 
ance of coarse white sand, and so far none has been shipped, as it 
cannot be handled with the plant now in use. 

A large number of narrow pits have been dug, and the quantity 
of phosphate discovered is enormous. In some cases at a depth 
of 40 feet, the bottom of the deposits has not yet been reached. 

a To give some idea of the amount of phosphate, details are 
appended of seven pits sunk in a row across the summit of 
Phosphate Hill at intervals of 60 yards :— 
Pit 1.—Lump phosphate from surface to 6 feet: 
Granular phosphate from 6 feet to 11 feet. 
», 2.—Lump phosphate from surface to 2 feet. 
Granular phosphate from 3 feet to 26 feet. 
», 3.—Lump phosphate from surface to 22 feet. 
Granular phosphate from 25 feet to 36 feet, and 
limestone not yet reached. 
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Pit 4.—Lump phosphate from surface to 13 feet. 
Granular phosphate from 15 feet to 22 feet, and 
limestone not yet reached. 

», 0.—Lump phosphate from surface to 12 feet. 
Granular phosphate from 12 feet to 24 feet. 

,, 6.—Lump phosphate from surface to 7 feet. 
Granular phosphate from 7 feet to 11 feet. 

,» 7.—Lump phosphate from surface to 6 feet. 
Granular phosphate none. 

To a depth of three feet the lump phosphate can be picked out 
and will not need washing. For the next seven feet washing will 
probably be advisable, although not necessary. Below that depth 
washing will be necessary until the granular phosphate is reached. 
This will never require washing and can be exported in bulk in its 
present condition. 

It is understood that the latest estimate of the amount of 
phosphate on Phosphate Hill is 12,000,000 tons. 

No prospecting has been done in other parts of the island, but it 
is known that phosphate exists at Murray Hill, as it was from there 
that the original samples were taken. Even in the unlikely event 
of phosphate in paying quantities not being found in other parts 
of the island, it is evident that sufficient has already been discovered 
to give employment to the Christmas Island Phosphate Company 
for a very considerable period. ‘ 

The quantity of phosphate said to be shipped from the island 
from November, 1899, to October, 1900, amounted to 28,017 tons, 
and it is estimated that 175,000 tons will be shipped in 1901. 


BELGIUM. 


The British Vice-Consul at Ghent reports that coal shipments from 
the United Kingdom have been particular] 
brisk during 1900, and this activity is still 
. being maintained, as steamers arrive every 
day or two with full cargoes, taking back potatoes or ground 
phosphates for ballast, to load again forGhent. Owing tothe high 
price of Belgian coal, British merchants, in addition to their 
ordinary trade with Belgium, have secured Government contracts 
either directly or through Belgian firms. And so long as France 
can take a third of Belgium’s total output, as at present, prices are 
likely to remain high, and large imports of British coal to continue. 
This is the opinion of the largest importer in Ghent, who affirms 
also that the competition of coal from Germany has subsided in 
consequence of the industrial development there tending to keep 
prices high by reason of the increase in their own requirements. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,593.) 
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ITALY. 


-.H.M. Consul at Milan reports that 4,947,180 tons of coal were 

imported into Italy in 1900, a slight increase 

Coal Trade. as compared with the previous year.. The 

proportion of British coal dropped from 96 to 

92 per cent., the difference being perhaps accounted for by imports 
from the United States. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,597.) 


In the same report, H.M. Consul at Milan says that there was a 
large increase in Italy’s imports of rails. The 
Imports of Rails. bulk of the supply was furnished by Germany, 


Belgium coming next, and the United 
Kingdom third. 


The Consul also states that on hearing last year that the 

Railwa Mediterranean Railway Company, which has its 

Cont 4 headquarters in Milan, was about to give out 

: very large orders for railway material, he applied 

both privately and officially for particulars, in order that tenders 

might be invited through the Foreign Office from the United 

Kingdom. He was informed that the company could not comply 

with his request, as its system was to write direct, asking for 

tenders, to those firms with whom it wished to deal. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,597.) 


JAPAN. 


A report on the trade, &c., of Japan for 1900 has just been issued 
t by the Foreign Office. According to this report, 
overnmen: the Government Iron Foundry at Yuwata : 

Tron Foundry Village, Onga District, Fukuoka Prefecture in 
Kiushu, did not commence operations at the contemplated time, 
namely June or July, 1900. Nor has work yet been begun, though 
the undertaking is well on its way tocompletion. A trial working 
of the smelting furnace was made in February with satisfactory 
results. One reason given for the postponement of initial operations 
is the scarcity of workmen available in consequence of the great 
demand for Japanese labour in connection with the Chinese crisis. 
So it seems likely that it will be well on in 1901 before the foundry 
will be actually in working order and engaged in the manufacture 
of rails and sheet-iron. It naturally takes a long time to set in 
motion the machinery of an establishment of so extensive a nature, 
and the training of workmen will involve a considerable period. 
But once it is rightly started experts consider that there is no 
reason why it should not prove a great success. Twelve Germans 
are employed on the works, and all the machinery for use there 
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came from Germany. When completed it is expected to give 
employment to 1,500 or 1,600 workmen. 

Provision is made in the Budget for the financial year, which 
commenced on Ist April last, for the establishment of works, 
intended to be supplementary to. those just referred to for the 
manufacture of iron and steel plates in connection with the Naval 
Arsenal at Kure. The object is, of course, of a military and not of 
a commercial nature, and the establishment is not necessarily 
expected to be a financial success. The sum contributed by the 
Government towards obtaining the plant required is to be 647,2171., 
spread over five years. 110,470/. are to be appropriated for the 
purpose in the next financial year. Some opposition was offered to 
the scheme, the case of the iron foundry—which cost the Treasury 
much more than the original estimate—being adversely quoted, 
but it appears likely to pass the Diet. (oreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,595.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade pe received through the Foreign Office copy 

of a translation of an extract from the Russian 
“ Birjevoi Viedomosti” (Exchange Gazette), of the 
7th instant, in which it is stated that a Japanese 
subject, Mr. O. Suzuki, is endeavouring to 
organise an export trade in Russian fabrics to Japan, and that 
‘his proposal has been met with interest by Moscow manufacturers, 
representatives of the cotton and print branches of the manufactur- 
ing industry having taken up the question. With reference to the 
above, it may be stated that, in 1900, of the total imports of cotton 
textiles into Japan, 98 per cent. came from the United Kingdom, as 
will be seen from the following table, extracted from an article on 
the Foreign Trade of Japan, published in the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for 18th ultimo. 


Imports of Cotton Textiles into Japan in 1900. 


to Japan. 


From United | From other 


Kingdom. Countries. Total. 


; Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Shirtings and cotton prints oes 9,552,000 157,000 9,709,000 
Cotton satins and cotton velvets 4,364,000 163,000 | 4,527,000 


Total Yen ... | 13,916,000 320,000 | 14,236,000 


The Russian journal, quoted above, states that in the remaining 
2 per cent.’ of cotton textile imports Russian fabrics do not 
participate. 
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SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at San Sebastian reports that large 
Jute Cloth and factories for the manufacture of jute cloth, 
Steel Factories employed in the making of alpargatas and 
* sacks, have been opened in Tumaya and 
Reuterea. A steel factory has been established in Verfara to 
supplement those possessed by the same firm in Mondragen and 
Archevelda. 
There are between 40 and 50 hydro-electric industries now 
working with water power, and many additional concessions have 
been petitioned for. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,598.) 


JAPAN. 


In the report on Japan recently issued by the Foreign Office, it is 
pointed out that the cotton-spinning industry 
Cotton Industry. in Japan has been in an embarrassed condition 
for the past three-and-a-half years. The evil 
results of the tendency to over-expansion after the China-Japan 
War, combined with the lack of sufficiently large capital funds, are 
acutely felt. 1900 was in particular a very bad year for cotton- 
spinning in a country which finds the principal outlet for its yarns 
in China. During the first six months of the year the business 
was much worse than it had been for a long time, owing to the 
rise in the cost of materials and of wages. ‘The difficulties induced 
by dear cotton and absence of demand for Japanese yarns found a 
climax in the closing of the North China trade. Manufacturers 
were able to carry on work only at a loss, and stréng companies 
alone could face the situation. In April the Union cotton-mills 
decided to close their establishments for four days more in the 
month in order to raise prices by limiting the output of yarns. 
In June the help of the Government was invoked on the ground 
that the loss incurred was 2/. 0s. 10d. on each bale sold. In July 
the Union spinning companies decided to make a considerable 
decrease in the output of yarns by suspending night work and re- 
ducing the number of spindles in operation. What dividends will be 
declared for the second half of 1900 is not yet certain, but they are 
likely to be less than those for the first six months of the year, which 
in their turn were far below the average. ‘The most recent returns 
“available put the number of spindles at work at 1,088,339 and 
demonstrate that the factories are decreasing in numbers, there 
being now 59 of them. All the companies were compelled to 
discharge a proportion of their operatives during the year. 16,154 
men and 54,124 women are reckoned as taking part in the industry. 
It must not be forgotten too that the Japanese mills have been 
running for some time and that their machinery is becoming worn 
out. 


i 
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A German company is rumoured to have been formed with a 
capital of 5,000,000 yen to engage in cotton-spinning in Japan. 

Cotton yarn still occupies the second place among the exports 
from Japan, but the exportation for the year had diminished by 
807,743/. On the exports to China the decrease is represented by 
a value of 840,307/. Corea, however, which is becoming a better 
market for Japanese commodities, took about the same quantity 
of yarn as in 1899, and Hong Kong, which is the only other 
customer which at present really counts, took more. Some trade 
in cotton yarns seems to have been initiated with the Philippine 
Islands and with British India and French India. 

Corea takes more than one-half of the cotton tissues produced 
in Japan for export purposes. The improvement in the commercial 
intercourse between the two countries is seen in the fact that the 
value of the cotton tissues exported thither in 1900 was more than 
double that of the preceding year. With China, of course, this 
branch of trade showed a backward tendency. 

. The most remarkable feature in the importation of raw cotton 
for the year 1900 was the fact that American cotton occupied 
the first place. It had already attracted more attention the 
previous year owing to its comparative cheapness. The quantity 
imported from the United States was almost twice as great 
as it was in the preceding year, while that which came from 
British India, on the contrary, fell to less than half the amount 
taken by Japan in 1899. China, in spite of the dulness of the 
trade, supplied more cotton than before. (Loreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,595.) 


AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 25th inst., were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... one 7d. 
Barley ... ose 248, 1d. 
For further particulars see p. 524. 
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FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Brest, in his recent report on the trade, &c., of 
Pl that district in 1900 says that the crop of 
Stra i strawberries was very good. About 1,700 tons 
wherry “Top. were exported from the Plougastel district to 
the United Kingdom, producing over 48,0001. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,596.) 


SPAIN. 


According to the “ Eco de las Aduanas,” olives are cultivated in 
33 provinces of Spain, the most extensive groves 
Olive Oil in Spain. being in Jaén, Cordoba, and Seville. The total 
area under cultivation is 2,851,106 acres, of 
which 176,975 acres are irrigated. The average yearly production 
amounts to 2,976,384 hectolitres (8,452,930 bushels), valued at 
195,427,017 pesetas (6,019,000/.). The following table shows the 
provinces principally engaged in cultivating olives, and the average 
yield and value of the crop in each :— 


Average Crop. 


Province. 
_ Quantity. Value. 


Hectolitres. Pesetas. 


In 1899, the total harvest yielded 7,625,050 double centners, 
from which 7,337,674 hectolitres (193,614,593 gallons) of olive oil 
were produced. 


ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Milan, in his recent report on agriculture and 
A trade of Lombardy, writes as follows :— 
“ The with a view to the 
; breaking-up and dispersion of hail clouds by 
cannonading them, to which I referred at some length in my last 
annual report (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,413), have been 
very largely extended and are now being carried on, especially in 
Piedmont, Lombardy, and Venetia, on a much larger scale and in 
a more scientific manner. 
“ Last summer I personally visited batteries in the provinces of 
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Como and Brescia, and what I saw and heard convinced me that 
very good. results had been obtained. 

“An International Congress on the subject was held last 
November at Padua and was largely attended; Austria-Hungary 
(where the two Governments have seriously taken up the question), 
France, and Spain all sending delegates. 

“The numerous reports, coming from all the principal regions 
where the system is being tried, were almost uniformly favourable, 
and even in the few cases in which failure was reported, explana- 
tions were generally forthcoming. 

“The system appears to be especially adapted to hilly districts 
where vines are cultivated, and where, the holding being small, 
the men whose business it is to fire the cannon live near to 
their pieces and can get to them quickly on the approach of a 
storm. 

“Tt is less applicable to the large dairy farms in the plains of 
Lower Lombardy, where the labourers are relatively few and live 
together in large central settlements. In the plains, however, 
hailstorms are of less frequent occurrence, and, there being little 
or no vine culture, insurance rates are not ruinously high. 

“Lyons has been chosen as the seat of the next Congress, which 
is to be held in the autumn of this year. 

“T have just learnt that experiments are to be made this 
summer on a considerable scale in Switzerland for the protection 
of the vines.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,597.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 23rd inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 84,893, and the number imported during the 21 
weeks ended the 23rd inst. was 1,626,303. As 
regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 23rd inst., 
6,087 bales, and for the 21 weeks, 124,138. 
For further details see p. 523. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The following table, showing the value of the trade of the Port of 

Madras during the year 1900, is taken from a 
Trade of Madras atement published in the “Madras Price 
wm 1998. Current and Market Report” for 2nd inst., 
issued by the Madras Chamber of Commerce :— 
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Imports. Exports. 


Rupees. Rupees. 
5,96,49,415 5,89,90,325 
6,66,59, 145 5,37,84,821 
5,45,29,297 5,24,80,559 
5,48,81,457 5,54,27,363 
7,10,08,645 5,99,67,386 


AUSTRALIA. 
The following table showing the value of the principal articles 
exported from Western Australia in 1900 is 
Exports from taken from the Statistical Abstract of Western 


Australia for March last 


1898. 


£ £ 

Raw gold... 3,990,698 5,451,368 2,799,116 
Wool ... den 287,731 423,296 270,718 
Hides and skins... 60,226 82,981 74,902 
Pearls and shells... 99,009 110,667 106,607 

bes 4,266 41,452 33,937 
All other articles ... 142,309 190,106 261,462 


i | 4,945,006 | 6,905,950 | 5,101,291 
Gold specie — 79,692* 1,750,763* 


Grand totalexports  ...| 4,960,006 6,985,642 6,852,054 


* Including exports of local gold coined at Perth Mint. 


BELGIUM. 


The British Vice-Consul at Ghent, in a recent report, says that 
Hats with there is a large trade done in Ghent, and in 
English Names. other towns, in men’s black silk hats, which 
trade concerns neither imports nor exports to 
any appreciable extent, for the hats are chiefly made in Brussels 
and disposed of in Belgium. Attention is, however, called to this 
trade from the fact that the British mark and style alone are 
popular, although few of British manufacture are imported to Ghent, 
on account of their greater cost and the high freight charged 
on such bulky cargo. Yet the public believe they are buying 
British hats, and are satisfied accordingly, when they really only 
obtain those of Belgian make, passed off with fictitious English 
names and English words, stamped at the factory on the lining 
inside. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,593.) 
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DUTCH WEST INDIES. 


H.M. Consul at Curacgoa, in his recent report to the Foreign Office, 
Advantage of writes as follows:—‘‘ When I read that the 
Exhibitions and several museums and exhibitions of goods from 
Resieeniehel Germany, United States of America, and even 
iiseene France and Austria-Hungary have succeeded in 

, promoting business relations with the West 

Indies, and Central and South American countries, it induces me to 
emphasise the necessity of British manufacturers showing their 
goods, as repeatedly suggested in former reports. The catalogue 
and circular method of advertising does not appeal to the buyer in 
Curacoa and other West India islands, Venezuela, Colombia, Santo 
Domingo, and Hayti, nor to any of the Central and South American 
Republics, because the greatest number of merchants on these 
markets are only partially, if at all, familiar with the British 
denominations of money, weights, and measures. A display of 
goods, manufactures, and products is really necessary to demonstrate 
their merit above others, because these markets are not waiting for 
British goods. They are already to a great extent occupied by all 
nations. British commerce is not to be driven into these markets 
without intelligent, persistent, and vigorous efforts. There will ke 
no rush of British products, except in those articles in which our 
prices are clearly below foreign competition. Trade generally must 
be built up by the same means and methods used in other 
localities where the field has been pre-empted, especially as those 
who have enjoyed a monopoly of these markets are extremely 
jealous and apprehensive of British rivals. This exhibition should 
contain samples of British goods of great variety, as well as a stock 
of staple goods which find ready sale in these markets, and thus 
this association could afford to do what would be impossible for a 
smaller concern, to wit, canvas these markets thoroughly with the 
understanding that the representative of the combination is to be 
paid by results.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,594.) 


FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Brest, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 

states that the total exports from Brest in 1900 

amounted to 107,4931. against 54,0801. in 1899, 

‘ an increase of 53,413/. Of the total exports, 

105,8287. went to the United Kingdom, and the remainder to 
other countries. 

The total imports at Brest in 1900 were valued at 553,943/. an 
increase of 270,543/. Of these, 134,1771. were from the United 
Kingdom, and the remainder from other countries. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,596.) 
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FRENCH WEST INDIES. 


The “ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 21st inst. gives the following 
Trade of Mar particulars of the trade of Martinique in 1900, 
tini ated 1900 as compared with 1899 :— 


1899, 1900, 


£ £ 
997,000 


In 1900 the principal articles imported were:—Coal; wheat- 
flour; codfish; wine; cotton piece-goods ; and wood for building. 

The principal articles of export were sugar and molasses, rum, 
cocoa, logwood, and coffee. 


FRENCH GUINEA. 


With reference to the note on p. 148 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for 18th April’ last, the ‘ Office 
Trade in 1900. Colonial” publishes more detailed and slightly 
. amended figures of the trade of French Guinea 
in 1900 as compared with 1899. 
The value of the trade in these years was as follows :— 


1899. 


Imports— 
£ 


From France and French Colonies ... i Tlie 174,000 
From other countries... 397,000 


Total imports 571,000 


Ezports— 
£ 


To Franceand French Colonies... ... 88,000 50,000 
Yo other countries... ove ove coe 840,000 3£1,000 


Total exports 878,000 391,000 
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The values of the principal articles imported into French Guinea. 
in 1900. were as follows :— 


Cotton piece-goods__... 213,000 
Alcoholic beverages... ies 25,000 
Specie (silver) ... 72,000 
Other articles ... ©... 261,000 


£571,000 


The exports of the principal articles from French Guinea in the 
same year amounted in value as follows :— 


Palm kernels... 19,000 
Other articles ... 39,000 


£391,000 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
A despatch dated 13th inst. has been received at the Foreign 
a Office from H.M. Consul-General at Budapest 
P me enclosing a memorandum drawn up by the 
pagetls on Bt Consul at that city with regard to stamp duty 
payable on Bills of Exchange in Hungary, as 
Hungary. follows :— 

Stamp duty is payable on any Bill of Exchange drawn in 
Hungary, payment of the duty to be effected either by making use 
of official blank forms (with printed stamps), or by means of 
private blank forms, in which latter case, however, the (Hungarian) 
stamps to be affixed to the back of the blank form must, before 
signature of the bill, be cancelled (by means of the official impress) 
by a Hungarian tax-officer or by other official functionaries 
authorised by the Minister of Finance to effect such cancellations. 

On Bills of Exchange drawn abroad and brought to Hungary, 
Hungarian stamp duty is payable before such bills are brought 
into circulation—accepted, endorsed, transferred, cashed, protested, 
employed for legal transactions. Such duty is payable by the 
person who first subjects or authorises any other person to subject 
them to any lawful process; and, if the bill is made payable in 
Hungary, the (Hungarian) stamp duty becomes in any case payable 
before the expiration of 14 days from the day when the bill enters 
Hungary, by the person who holds it at the time when the stamp 
duty becomes payable. 

The (Hungarian) stamp duty on Bills of Exchange drawn 
abroad is payable by means of a stamp affixed to the back of the 
bill, and by cancellation of the same either as mentioned above, 
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or by means of the person who is under obligation to pay the stamp 
duty according to the above-mentioned rule writing across its face 
his signature and the date. 

Bills of Exchange payable at a fixed time from the date of bill, 
at sight or at a fixed time after sight, if drawn in Hungary, or if 
drawn abroad, but payable in Hungary, provided it is evident from 
the bill that the time after the expiration of which payment in 
Hungary must be effected does not exceed six months from the day 
of drawing if drawn in Hungary, and not twelve months from the 
day of drawing if drawn abroad are subject to a stamp duty 
ad valorem fixed in Scale I., whereas any other Bill of Exchange 
is subject to a stamp duty fixed in Scale IT. 

Scale I. 


Upto 150 crowns 
300 is we 20 
600 40 
900 , 60 
1,200 80 
1,500 — 
1,800 20 
2,100 hed 40 
2,400 sit 60 
2,700 aids 80 
and so on for every additional 3,000 crowns or fraction thereof, 
2 crowns additional. 


Crowns. Fillérs. 
1 


Scale II. 


Crowns. Fillérs. 


Up to 40 crowns 
80 


120 
200 
400 
600 
800 
1,600 
2,400 
3,200 
4,000 
4,800 
6,400 
8,000 
9,600 
11,200 
12,800 
14,400 
16,000 


NoTE.—Crown = 100 fillérs = 10d. 
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” ” “ee 50 — 
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and so on. for every additional 800 crowns or fraction thereof, 2 
crowns 50 fillérs additional. 

Bills of Exchange drawn abroad and payable exclusively abroad, 
if brought in circulation in Hungary, are only subject to the 
exceptional (Hungarian) stamp duty of 4 fillérs on every -200 
crowns. This duty is payable in the same way as mentioned in 
the above rules, and always before the bill is brought into 
circulation. 

Should, however, such Bill of Exchange afterwards be made 
payable in Hungary, or should it be used there before any Law 
Court, the difference between this exceptional duty and that to be 
paid according to the general rules above mentioned must be 
completed up to the amount fixed in Scale I. and II. respectively, 
as the case may be. Such completion must be effected by affixing 
the (Hungarian) stamp to the bill in the manner mentioned in the 
above rules. 

The fact that a Bill of Exchange is not at all, or not sufficiently, 
or irregularly stamped does not affect the validity of the Bill of 
Exchange. 

1. A bill can be produced in unstamped condition. 

2. It cannot be subsequently stamped. 

3. The penalties are :— 

(a) Fifty times the duty if the duty of Scale I. was not at all or 
insufficiently paid. 

(6) Ten times the duty if the difference between Scale I. and II. 
has not been completed on bills subject to a duty of Scale II. , 

(c) Ten times the duty if the duty was not paid in the legal 
manner prescribed by the rules above mentioned. 


ROUMANIA. 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) of 18th inst., 
F the Roumanian Minister of Agriculture, 
Industry, Commerce and Domains, invited 
the Roumanian Chambers of Commerce to 
ormation. seriously consider requests for information 
addressed to them by foreigners with regard to Roumanian trade, 
and to the solvency and reputation of Roumanian merchants, and 
to reply thereto as accurately and as rapidly as possible. Replies 
will be sent in French or German directly to those concerned. There 
are Chambers of Commerce in the following towns in Roumania :— 
Craiova, Pitesti, Ploesti, Bucharest, Braila, Galatz, Focsani, Jassy, 
Botozani, and Constantza. 


| 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In a Circular recently issued by the United States Treasury 
.o 4... Department, copy of which has been received 
Modifications in at the Board of Trade, attention is called to the 
the Internal following changes in the schedule of articles 
Revenue laws. ind occupations subject to tax under the 
internal revenue laws made by the Act of 2nd March, 1901. 

Repeal of the following taxes will take effect Ist July, 1901, 
viz. 

Special tax of commercial brokers. 

Stamp taxes on— 

Bank cheques. 

Drafts and orders for the payment of money at sight or on. 
demand (draft and orders for the payment of money otherwise 
than at sight or on demand remain taxable). 

Certificates of deposit. 

- Post office money orders. 

Promissory notes. 

Mortgages. 

Leases. 

Export bills of lading.* 

Manifests for Custom House entry, or clearance of cargo. 

Powers of attorney. 

Protests. 

Charter parties. 

Certificates of all kinds, except certificates of profits or certificates 
showing interest in property or accumulations of companies. 

Warehouse receipts. 

Telegraphic despatches. 

Express receipts (domestic freight bills of lading remain taxable). 

Policies of insurance, and premiums charged for marine, inland, 
fire, casualty, fidelity, and guarantee insurance. 

Taxes on telephone messages. 

Stamp taxes on medicinal proprietary articles, perfumery and 
cosmetics, chewing gum and all articles in Schedule B except wines. 

The tax on legacies for religious, charitable, literary, or 
educational purposes was repealed to take effect on and after 1st 
March, 1901. 

Taxes will be reduced on and after Ist July, 1901, on— 

Conveyances of real estate. 

Passage tickets. 

Cigars, snuff and tobacco. 

Fermented liquors. 

Foreign bills of exchange and foreign money orders. 


* By decision of the United States Supreme Court this tax has been decided 
unconstitutional, and the collection thereof is hereafter prohibited. 


May 30, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Miscellaneous. 


Additional taxes are imposed on and after 1st April, 1901, viz.:— 
Special tax on dealers in grain, securities, &c., doing a bucket- 
shop business under paragraph 3, Schedule A, Act of 2nd March, 
1901. 
Stamp tax on contracts, agreements, &c., of such dealers. 


A copy has been br — the ey of Trade, through the 

oreign Office, of a Circular recently issued by 

the ‘Treasury Department at Washington, 

Lading Declared notifying the following Decision of the United 

_ nstitutional. States Supreme Court, relative to stamp taxes 

on export bills of lading, viz. :—‘‘ A stamp tax 

“on a foreign bill of lading is in substance and effect equivalent 

“to a tax on the articles included in that bill of lading, and, 

“therefore, a tax or duty on exports and in conflict with the 
“constitutional prohibition.” 

Collectors of Inland Revenue in the United States will therefore 
no longer require stamps to be affixed, as provided in Schedule A 
of the Act of 13th June, 1898 (United States War Revenue Act), 
to “bills of lading or receipts (other than charter party) for any 
“ goods, merchandise, or effects to be exported from a port or place 
“in the United States to any foreign port or place.” 


JAPAN. 


In a report on the trade, &c., of Japan for 1900, recently issued 
: P by the Foreign Office, it is stated that the 
— scarcity of po available for mercantile 
; purposes, with the high rate of interest, was 

much felt during the year under review. 

It may be pointed out that unproductive expenditure, or 
expenditure on works only remotely productive, continues to bear 
an abnormally large ratio to the wealth and resources of Japan. 
It is true that a large part of such expenditure takes the form of 
wages paid within the Empire’s own borders. The Japanese wage- 
earner, however, probably saves at present very much less, even in 
proportion to the amount of his income, than the European or 
American worker, and but little of the large wage expenditure in 
connection with defence works, armaments, railways, &c., goes to 
form capital in aid of production. Under these circumstances the 
tendency to an excess of imports over exports and consequent 
drain of specie must continue to exist, and an adequate cash 
reserve can be maintained only at a sacrifice of ease in the money 
market, by prudent limitation of the Government bank note 
circulation and of credit facilities. The flotation of foreign loans 
can afford only temporary relief in this respect, and bearing in 
mind the improbability under the most favourable circumstances 
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Miscellaneous. 


of any but a quite gradual increase in wealth derived from 
resources at present undeveloped, it is evident that the palliative 
of borrowing is one which should be resorted to with the greatest 
circumspection. 

The exodus of gold coin and bullion was so extensive as to 
revive the financial anxiety entertained with regard to the 
reserves in 1899, and even to occasion doubts as to whether 
the Bank of Japan would be in a position to maintain the con- 
vertibility of its notes. The reserve fund in the National Bank 
diminished steadily month by month, falling from 10,851,7001. 
at the end of January to 8,707,000/. at the end of May, and 
7,262,255/. at the end of September, and sinking as low as 
6,693,862/. by the end of December. 

The note circuJation of the bank was 22,968,751l. at the 
beginning of the year, and remained the same at its close, it being 
then 3,879,167/. in excess of the limit. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,595.) 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


~ 


Cardiff—A meeting of this Chamber was held on the 22nd inst. 
Mr. Wood Davey (Vice-President of the Chamber) stated that he 
had been informed that Mr. Pierpoint Morgan and his friends were 
forming a huge trust to bring American coal to European markets. 
This trust was taking over the Virginian coalfields, as well as 
several lines of railway, and was also making arrangements to 
purchase a large number of steamers, in addition to those already 
bought by Mr. Morgan. The information placed at his disposal 
left no room for doubt that the Americans meant to compete 
vigorously with English coal in European markets, and that the 
promoters of the trust were calculating on a freight of 7 francs 
only from America to Algiers and France, and did not seem to 
care whether they got cargo, or any part thereof, on the return 
journey. Most important of all was the fact, however, that the 
leaders of the trust expressed confidence in being able to obtain a 
bounty from the American Government of 50 cents per ton on all 
coal exported, and that such bounty would be legalised by 
November next. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 21 Weeks ended 23rd May, 1901. 


Week ended | 21 Weeks ended 
_—_— 23rd May, 23rd May, 
1901. 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American... ese 76,084 1,364,476 
Miscellaneous ... eee ese 1,755 27,659 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian eee eee eee eee 835 
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Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
25th May, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Oats eee oe eco eee eee eee 4,665 2 19 8 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of.the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— . 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
ndi 
‘Week in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


6,536 2 | 47 


1897 _..| 49,312 6 1,836 2| 5,433 0 | 28 2 | 21 3 | 1710 
1898 _,..| 37,734 9 
2 


7 3 
1899 1,736 0| 10,349 3 | 25 
1900 ....| 65,574 5 2 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900 [Volume I.], may be 
purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 

ives, as regards the present volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country). The second volume will 
contain details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, 
‘ transhipments, and articles iu bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. 
contains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
April: Census of England and Wales, 1901: Agricultural Wages 
in the United Kingdom in 1900: Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases and Collective Agreements, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Patents, Designs and Trade Marks. LHighteenth Report of the 
Comptroller-General. 168. Price 3d. 

This is the report of the Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs 
and Trade Marks for the year 1900. Last year the number of 
applicants for patents was 23,922, as compared with 25,800 in 
1899, and 27,650 in 1898. The patents sealed numbered 13,170, 
against 14,160 in 1899, and 14,063 in 1898. 16,282 designs, and 
3,223 trade marks were registered in 1900, the numbers for 1899 
having been 18,470 and 3,777 respectively. The report states that 
perhaps the most remarkable feature of the applications for patents 
received in 1900 was the large increase in the number of 
inventions relating to electric traction, the London electric under- 
ground railways and the numerous electric tramways now working 
in the country having aroused considerable public interest in 
electrical subjects. Over a hundred applications were made during 
the year by one firm of electrical engineers alone. Applications 
relating to motor cars were also numerous, but showed little 
increase, whilst those for cycles decreased, especially at the 
beginning of the year. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
TuE following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
laces since Ist ees 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
pottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. | Place. | Price, 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, 1900 
2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900) ... oo} 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) ... = wel 1d, 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901__... ose 
2653 | Servia (1899 and 1900) .. site dd. 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) 
2558 New Orleans (1900) _... «| 
3561 Samoa (1900) . 4d. 
2562 Havre (1900) ... son 
2563 Ancona (1900) .. dew 
2564 Hiogo and Osaka oe ove ood 
2567 Coquimbo (1899) dia 
2568 German East Africa (1900) 
2573 The Morea (1900) dd. 
2578 Poland and Lithuania (100) 4d. 
2579 Netherlands (1900) 24. 
2581 New York (1900) 2Qhd. 
2582 Calais (1900) ... vos] 
2583 Trieste (1900) ... | 13d. 
2586 Corunna (1900) | 2d. 
2587 Aleppo (1900) ... gd. 
2595 Japan (1900) ... ove ove 24. 
2597 | Lombardy (1900) ink ox 
2601 Hankow (190C) = | 


| 
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Government Publications. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report fromm H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
foi en and commercial interest has also been issued since lst January, 
1; and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums .., eee wk 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhao ea waa 
548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 ... eee oq 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry ... 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources:— 


No. -_- Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and arated 
relative to China 4d. 
2 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and J apan ‘for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons oa 4d. 


3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto see 4d, 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the United 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to 
the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders ... see ld. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
312 St. Vincent... ats 
313 Basutoland... eee ove ose toe Bhd. 
317 Jamaica us 44d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH MME 


OF THE 


| BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far ag 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda. 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which wag 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
| information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
| addressed to it, whether written or verbal. ‘ 
| The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commereial 
Statistucs ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Ewcise and 
* Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges om 
' Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to. Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &e. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained. through Messrs. Eyre and @ 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 2}d. 
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